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THE NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. >” 


By G. €. MARTIN. 


GENERAT FEATURES. 
GEOGRAPHY. 


The Nenana coal field lies in latitude 64° N., longitude 149° W., 
in the northern foothills of the Alaska Range, which form a belt about 
20 miles wide between the high mountains and the lowlands of the 
Tanana Valley. This foothill area is rugged and includes a series 
of nearly parallel ridges and intervening areas of less relief. Most of 
the coal areas are in lowland tracts that lie between the foothill ridges 
and are drained by eastward or westward flowing tributaries of the 
major streams, which head in the high mountains and flow northward 
across the foothill belt. (See Pl. I.) 

Nenana River, the largest stream in the area, heads south of the 
Alaska Range and flows northward to join the Tanana at Nenana. 

‘Its valley, which affords a line of communication between the valley 
of the Tanana and the southern coast, is followed by the Government 
railroad now under construction. Among the larger tributaries of 
Nenana River from the east and west are Hoseanna (Lignite) Creek 
and Healy Creek, which drain two of the principal coal areas. The 
coal lands in the valley of Hoseanna Creek are of greatest present im- 
portance, as they have been wholly surveyed and are easily accessible 
to the main line of the railroad. By the present railroad route the 
mouth of Hoseanna Creek is about 364 miles from the coastal terminus 
at Seward and about 106 miles from the inland terminus at Fairbanks. 

The coal lands of the Nenana coal field that have been offered for 
leasing are embraced in T. 11 S., Rs. 5, 6, and 7 W., and T. 12 S., R. 
7 W. of the Fairbanks meridian and are the most accessible and most 
immediately minable of the surveyed lands of the field, which include 
parts of T. 9 S., Rs. 5, 6, and 7 W.; T. 10 S., R. 6 W.; T. 11 S. 
Rs. 5, 6, and 7 W.; and T. 12 S., R. 7 W. (See Pl. II.) 


CLIMATE AND VEGETATION. 


The climate of the Nenana coal field is in general that of the more 
mountainous part of the Yukon basin. The short, hot summers 
contrast strongly with the long, cold winters. The precipitation in 


>| 


the coal field is very light compared with that on the coast, but ` 


6 NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


is probably considerably greater than that at Fairbanks. The sum- 
mer rainfall consists largely of violent showers. The snowfall is light. 

The timber is chiefly spruce, birch, and poplar, which extend up to 
an altitude of about 2,500 feet. There are no dense forests or large 
areas of merchantable timber. Areas of timber suitable for use in 
mines must be carefully sought and guarded ‘from fire, which has 
already done serious damage. The best growth of timber and of 
grass is on the gravels. The areas of coal-bearing rocks are poorly 
drained and support only moss, willows, and a very stunted and 
worthless growth of black spruce. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The coal of the Nenana field can be brought to the present assured 
markets only over the Government railroad, now under construc- 
tion. The approved route of this railroad passes through the western 
(unsurveyed) part of T. 12 S., R. 7 W. From the mouth of Hoseanna 
Creek, in sec. 6 (unsurveyed), a branch line can be built up the creek 
into the heart of the coal field. "This branch will reach possible 
mining sites in blocks 2 and 3 within 2 miles of the junction. More 
favorable mining sites in blocks 7, 8, and 9 can be reached by a 
branch 6 miles long. A branch 12 miles long will reach as far east 
as block 20. This 12-mile branch will not involve heavy construc- 
tion or steep grades and will afford access to as many mines as 
need be opened for many years. A 6-mile branch that will afford 
access to blocks 1 to 9 is probably all that will be necessary in the 
near future. 

The coal on the headwaters of Hoseanna Creek can be reached 
only by spurs having heavy grades and expensive construction. 

The coal on the tributaries of Totatlanika Creek, in T. 9 S., Rs. 5, 
6, and 7 W.; T. 10 S., R. 6 W.; T. 11 S., R. 5 W.; and the north 
half of T. 11 S., R. 6 W., can be brought to the present markets only 
over a railroad along Totatlanika Creek to Tanana River. The 
abundance of coal on Nenana River and its tributaries makes it 
certain that no railroad will be built along Totatlanika Creek until 
it is needed for the shipment of other commodities than coal. 


GEOLOGY. 


The. rocks of the Nenana coal field consist of the coal-bearing 
beds, metamorphic and igneous rocks beneath the coal-bearing beds, 
and gravel, sands, and silts above them. 

The coal-bearing strata consist of slightly consolidated sands, 
clays, and gravels with numerous beds of lignite. These beds are of 
Tertiary age. Their thickness, as measured by the writer on Hose- 
anna Creek, is at least 1,200 feet. Their thickness on Healy Creek 
is stated by Prindle to be about 1,500 feet. The coal-bearing beds 
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COAL. 7 


rest unconformably upon Paleozoic (4) schist and igneous rocks and 
are overlain unconformably by Quaternary gravels, 1,500 or 2,000 
feet thick. ^ k 

The structure of the coal areas is fairly simple. The individual 
coal areas consist of shallow and gently warped basins in which the 
beds are at some places steeply folded or faulted against masses of 
crystalline rock that separate the basins. The bedded rocks and the 
known faults strike in general about east. The dips are in general 
not steeper than 10° or 15°, though there are local zones in which the 
dip is steeper as well as broad areas in which the rocks lie nearly 
flat. No intrusive rocks are known. to cut the coal measures. 


COAL. 


+ 


OCCURRENCE AND CHARACTER. 


The coal of the Nenana field occurs in many beds of different 
thickness, the thickest measuring perhaps 30 or 35 feet, which are 
distributed rather uniformly through the coal measures. At least 
twelve coal beds are of workable thickness, and six or more measure 
over 20 feet. No geographie or stratigraphie variation in the char- 
acter of the coal was noted. The analyses given on pages 8-9 show 
that the coal is a lignite of good grade, of about the same quality 
as that of Cook Inlet. 
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NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


MINING CONDITIONS. 


The coal in the Nenana field will probably at first be mined by 
drifts or slopes run from outcrops of coal on the sides of the valleys 
_or by stripping. The abundance of easily accessible coal and the 
moderate size of the prospective markets make it certain that deep 
mining will not be necessary for many*years. 

The most favorable site for stripping is on the 20-foot bed in block 
8, sec. 35, T. 11 S., R. 7 W., about 5 miles above the mouth of Hoseanna 
Creek. A moderate amount of coal may perhaps be cheaply mined 
by stripping in blocks 2 and 3, sec. 5, T. 12 S., R. 7 W., a little over 
a mile above the mouth of Hoseanna Creek, and perhaps at other 
localities. - 

The coal beds have been extensively burned in many parts of the 
field, especially in T. 9 S., R. 6 W., where only about half a dozen 
unburned outcrops were observed. ‘The burning began prior to the 
deposition of the thick Pleistocene gravels and still continues. The 
depth of the burning is not known, but as burned outcrops are more 
numerous in the less dissected than in the deeply dissected areas the 
burning is probably surficial. The burning makes the value of large 
areas problematic and indicates the danger of fires in the mines. 

Extensive slumping was noted on many hillsides. In some places 
acres of the surface beds have slid bodily for long distances. Most of 
the slides observed have been caused by the removal of moss by 
forest fires. This removal allows the ground to thaw and permits 
the surface waters to soften the clays that form a large part of the 
coal-bearing strata. Some slides have been caused by the burning of 
large coal beds that had supported the surface strata. The marked 
tendency to slump should be carefully considered not only in under- 
ground mining but in surface operations, such as the stripping of 
coal beds, grading, and the removal of forests and moss. 

The coal will probably be used as locomotive fuel on the Govern- 
ment railroad, for generating power and for thawing at the mines 
in Tanana Valley, as domestic fuel in Tanana Valley, and as fuel on 
Tanana River boats and possibly on some of the Yukon steamers. 
Nenana coal, rather than the better and nearer Matanuska coal, 
should, if possible, be used on the greater part of the railroad, because 
the heavy freight traffic will be northbound, and the southbound 
empties will be available for hauling coal. The Nenana coal field is 
nearer the summit of the Alaska Range than any known coal field 
south of the divide. 


CLASSIFICATION AND STATUS OF LAND. 


So far as the available data will permit, the surveyed lands have 
been classified as ‘‘coal land” and ‘‘noncoal land.” A 40-acre tract 
is classed as ‘‘coal land” if it contains 20 acres or more of coal-bearing 
rocks, or if it contains 10 acres or more of known coal beds that are 


4 


T. 9 S., R. 5 W. 11 


unburned at the outerop and lie under cover, or if it contains some 
coal-bearing rocks that control access to other coal land, or if, being 
covered with gravel that may overlie coal, it lies in whole or in part 
within half a mile of exposed coal-bearing rocks. 

It may not be desirable to class definitely as noncoal land all land 
that does not come within the above definition. The large gravel 
areas in T. 10 S., Rs. 6 and 7 W.; T. 11 S., Rs. 6 and 7 W.; and T. 12 S., 
R. 7 W., may possibly be coal land in fact, although they do not 
come within the definition. 

The coal lands situated in the south half of T. 11 S., R. 6 W.; in 
T. 11 S., R. 7 W.; and in T. 12 S., R. 7 W., have been divided into 
leasing blocks as described in the following pages. Blocks 2 and 3 
have been reserved for Government use; the others have been offered 
for leasing. 

The coal lands situated in T. 9 S., Rs. 5, 6, and 7 W.; in T. 10 S., 
R. 6 W.;in T.11 S., R. 5 W.; and in the north half of T. 11 S., R. 6 W., 
will not be made accessible by the proposed railroad or its branches. 
These lands are not divided into leasing blocks or offered for leasing. 
They are, however, open to special applications for lease or for tem- 
porary mining permits. 

Forty-acre tracts lying more than half a mile inside the boundaries 
of the gravel areas are reported as unclassified, and applications for 
them will be considered on their merits. It is believed that these 
lands probably do not contain workable coal. 

LOCAL FEATURES. 


T.9 $., R. 5 W. 
[See Pl. III.] 
CLASSIFICATION. 
Unsurveyed: Coal land: 
Secs. 1 to 6, 9 to 16, 21 to 28, 33 to 36. Sec. 8, N.4 NE. 4. 
Noncoal land: 8, SE. 1 NE. 1. 
Sec. 7. 8, E. 4 SE. 1. 

8, W. 3. 17, SW. 1. 

8, W. + SE. 1. 17, SW. 1 NW. 1. 

8, SW. 1 NE. 1 18, 8.4 
17, E. 4 18, NW. 4 
17, E. 4 NW. 18, S. 4 NE. 1 
17, NW. 1 NW. 1 19. 
18, N. 4 NE. 1. 20, W. 4 
20, SE. 4. 20, W. + NE. 1 
20, E. 4 NE. 4. 29, W. 4 
29, NW. 1 NE. 4. 29, SE. 1 
31, W. 4. 29, S. 4 NE. 1 
31, SE. 4. 29, NE. 4 NE. 1. 
31, 8.3 NE. 1. 30. 
31, NW. 1 NE. 1. 31, NE. 1 NE. 1. 
32, B. 3. 32, N. 4 NE. 1. 


32, B. 4 NE. 4. 32, N. 4 NW. 4. > 
4 NW. 4. 32, SE. 1 NW. 4. 


NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


COAL. 
Sec. 8.—No well-defined coal outcrops were seen in sec. 8, but near the northeast 
corner of the SE. 1 there are obscure coal smuts and a burned bed that indicate the 


presence of coal beds. 
Sec. 17.—No coal beds were observed in sec. 17. The areas classified as coal land 


contain rocks similar to those of the coal-bearing formation. ‘There is probably little ` 


it any workable coal in this section. 

‚Sec. 18.—No coal beds were observed in sec. 18. The areas classified as coal land 
contain rocks similar to those of the coal-bearing formation. There is probably little 
if any workable coal in this section. 

‚Sec. 19.—No well-defined coal outcrops were seen in sec. 19, but there are coal smuts 
and burned beds on the banks of the creek in the NW. 4 NW. 1 and the NW, 1 SW. 1. 
'Thę entire section is supposed to be coal land (coal-bearing formation), although the 
SE. 4 is mostly covered with gravels. 

Sec. 20.—No coal beds were observed in sec. 20. The areas classified as coal land 
contain rocks similar to those of the coal-bearing formation. There is probably little 
if any workable coal in this section. 

Sec. 29.—The part of sec. 29 classified as coal land is presumably all underlain by 
the coal-bearing formation, although large areas in the southeastern and northwestern 
parts are covered with gravel. No coal beds were seen in this section, but there are 
coal smuts and burned beds in the NE. 4 and smuts in the N. 4 SE. 4. 

Sec. 30.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 30, There is an obscure smut 
in the SW. 4 ŚW. +. The larger part of the section is covered with gravel. 

Sec. 31.—Outcrops are poor in sec. 31, and no exposures of coal beds or coal smuts 
were seen. 

Sec. 82.—The supposed coal area in sec. 32 is partly covered with gravel. Noexpo- 
sures of coal beds and no coal smuts were seen in this section. 


MINING CONDITIONS. 


The coal-bearing rocks of this township are not well exposed, 
owing to concealment by gravels and to slumping of the soft clays 
of the coal measures, but seemingly occur for the most part as a 


nearly horizontal plate cut through to and below the base by Totat- : 


lanika Creek and the lower course of Iron Creek. It is possible that 
the coal measures are steeply upturned along the base of the moun- 
tains in secs. 31 and 32, but exposures are practically absent in this 
position. There is no evidence as to the number, thickness, and 
position of the coal beds. It is probable that mining operations, if 
conducted in this township, should be undertaken in small units 
with the openings situated on the outcrop in such positions as to 
secure favorable drainage and haulage. 
TRANSPORTATION. 

The coal of this township can be brought to the present markets 
only by a railroad, 30 miles or more in length, down Totatlanika Creek 
to Tanana River. There is no present need for such a road. Future 
development of gold placers in this vicinity may create a small local 
coal market. 

STATUS OF COAL LAND. 

The coal lands of this township have not been offered for lease, as 
there is no reason for opening coal mines in them at present, but are to 
be held in their existing status till there is a call for leases or for tem- 
porary mining permits. 


> 
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NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


T. 11 S., R. 5 W. 


[See P1. IV.) 
CLASSIFICATION. 
Unsurveyed: Coal land—Continued. 
Secs. 34 to 36. . Sec. 7,8. 3 BE. 1. 
Noncoal land: 7, S. 4 SW. 4. 
Sec. 1. 8, 8.4. 
2, N.4. 8, S. 3 NE. 1. 
2, SE. 4. 9, SW. 1. 
2, N. 4 SW.1 9, S. 4 NW. 1. 
3, N. 4. 9, SW. 1 SE. 4. 
3, SW. 1. 10, NE. 1 NE. 1. 
3, W. + SE. 1 11, NW. 1 NE. 1. 
4. 11,8.4 NE. 1. 
5. 11, SE. 1. 
6. 11, NE. 1 SW. 1. 
7, N. 4. 11, E. 4 NW. 1. 
7, N. 3 SW. 1. 11, NW. 1 NW. £ 
7, NW.4SE.4 12, W. 4. 
8, N. 3 NE. 4. 12, SE. 1. 
8, NW. 4. 12, SE. 4 NE. 4. 
9, NE. 1. 13. 
9, E. 4 SE. 4. 14, Sod. 
9, NW. 1 SE. 1. 14, E. 4 NE. 1 
9, N. 3 NW. 1. 15, S. 4. 
10, all except NE. 1 NE. 1. 15, NW. 1. 
11, NE. 1 NE. 1. 15, S. 4 NE. 4. 
11, W. 3 SW. 1. 15, NW. + NE. 1 
11, SE. 4 SW... 16. 
11, SW. 1 NW. 1. 17. 
12, N.4 NE. 1. 18. 
12, SE. 1 NE. 4. 19. 
14, W. 4 NE. 4. 20. 
14, NW. 1. 21. 
15, NE. 1 NE. 1. 22. 
25, S. 3 NE. 1. 23. 
25, NW. 4 NE. 4. 24. 
25, S. 4 SE. 1. 25, NE. 1 NE. 1. 
25, SE. 4 SW. 1. 25, N. 4 SE. 4. 
25, E. 4 NW. 1. 25, SW. 1 SW. 4. 
25, NW. 1 NW. 1. 25, N. 4 SW. 4. 
31, SE. 4 NE. 4. 25, SW. 4 NW. 4. 
31, E. 4 SE. 4. 26. 
31, SW. 1 SE. 4. 27. 
31, S. 3 SW. 4. 28. 
32, E. 4. 29. 
32, SW. 1. 30. 
32, S. 3 NW. 1 31, NW. 1. 
33. 31, N. 4 NE. 1. 
Coal land: 31, SW. 1 NE. 1. 
Sec. 2, S. 4 SW. 1. 31, NW. 1 SE. 1. 
3, E. 4 SE. 1. 31, N. 4 SW. 4. 
7, NE. 4 SE. 1. 32, N. 4 NW. 1. 
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COAL. 


Sec. 2.—Coal smut was seen along the creek in the SW. + SW.+ sec. 2. 

Sec. 3.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 3. There is coal smut near 
the northwest corner of the NE. + NE. 4. 

Sec. 7.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 7. There is a coal smut in 
the SW. 4 SE. 4. 

Sec. 8.—Exposure No. 1.! There are two prospect openings (now partly caved in) 
in the N. 3 NE. 4 SW.1 sec. 8. One of these openings shows the coal bed to be 
probably 10 feet or more thick and to strike N. 70° E. and dip 34° 8. 

Sec. 9.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 9. There is a coal smut in the 
NE. 1 SW. 4. 

Sec. 10.—Exposure No. 2. Poorly exposed coal about 6 feet thick in the west bank 
of Davis Creek, in sec. 10, strikes N. 80? W. and dips 38? N. 

Sec. 11.—Exposure No. 3. A 12-foot bed of coal that strikes N. 80° W. and dips 
27? S. is exposed in the SE. + NE. +sec. 11. Thereare numerous coal smuts at other 
localities in the NE. 1 and NW. 4, and burned coal beds were seen inthe NW.4NE. 1 
and the NE. 1 SW. 4. 

Sec. 12.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 12. There are several coal 
smuts in the E. 4 SE. 1 and a burned bed in the NE. 4 SW. 1. 

Sec. 18.—Exposure No. 4. A coal bed at least 10 feet thick is exposed in the SE. 4 
NE. 1 sec. 13; two or three very small beds of dirty coal are exposed in the SW. 1; 
and coal smut was seen at several localities in the NE. 1, the SE. 4, and the NW. 4. 

Sec. 14.—No coal beds were seen in sec. 14, but there is a coal smut in the NE. 4 
NE. +. 

Sec. 15.—An obscure coal smut was seen in the NW. 1 SE. 1 sec. 15. The only 
exposure of coal beds seen in this section is recorded below. 


Exposure No. 5. Section of coal beds near the LOG ee corner of the SE. SW. 4 sec. 


25 121085 Feet. 
Bandi. y ea wa A FRA i eo foe T QUAERE E EE MO 10 
Coal S2 PE LM w PEEP rent A ee Sern E ERE 2 
Satid Seatac a towne sink e seb SE E a oe A TA PAR Rus P REIS IT N 40 
COM PEREZ TAPE] DOE AO ig sce eC E Reset m 4 
Sand Soom cee nes sac c, EEE rtm EA EEUU) Sect o aec 56 
NE RE LEER PE d TN RIETI 19 
Bands ise A TR OPONA) ©) dt E EM 50 
Coal ET zad Ld, INOX: < cric SE C 216.5 c 40060: D ouo 21 


Strike N. 88° W.; dip 40? S . 

Sec..16.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 16, but there is burned clay 
in the SW. 4 SE. + and the SE. 4 SW. 4. The clay at the former locality was probably 
derived from a large coal bed. 

Sec. 17.—Coal smut was seen in the creek in the NW. + NW. 4 sec. 17. 

Sec. 18.--No coal outcrops or smuts were seen in sec. 18. 

Sec. 19.—Fairly continuous exposures of the coal-bearing rocks appear in the banks 
of Hoseanna Creek in its course across sec. 19. Measurements of these exposures have 
been recorded as follows: 


Exposure No. 6. Section of cliff on west bank % Hoseanna Creek m the SW. 1 SE. + 


sec. 19, T. 11 S., R. 5 W. Feet. 
Concealed tss Guo an de an Rnt 1 7 2 2A ZZA RECE 35+ 
(JOal Se ESET a dae facia bat nc Same 0 DOT RENT TEES 154 
"Sand and clay 2999. 6 21002022 AE ee IE EE 60+ 
Burned bed EE M (Bi de eee n are 10+ 
Bandi. E 6b. 229 te acs A A AETA 75 
Coal CALAS ji (Tą: cece ase rer ON Swa 124 
Sand ur ad Eee ae EEE v 50 
Coal ps tes VE M BOI ROZKAZEM 163 


1 Numbers correspond to those used on township plats, 
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T. 11 S., R. 5 W. 15 


Exposure No. 7. Section in northeast bank of Hoseanna Creek near the northeast corner 
of the NE. + SW. 4 sec. 19, T. 11 S., R. 5 W. 


Feet 
Sands with two or more thin coal beds. ......................... 60+ 
Coal Sa ese EEE EEE 222 EEE RENTNER 6 
MEAR A TEE Er ee fcm secius 20 
EEE A LE RP PA! ŻE PPE EST cafe e 12 
WOonpesled ee MERE SZ APEL ER ER 100 
Coal (this is the 124-foot bed of the preceding section)............ 11 


Exposure No. 8. At the mouth of the large tributary entering Hoseanna Oreek 
from the north, in the SW. 1 NW. 1 sec. 19, a coal bed 11 feet thick is exposed. Two 
other unmeasured beds are exposed above it and are believed to be the same as the 
12-foot and 11-foot beds of the preceding section. 

Sec. 20.—A large unmeasured coal bed is exposed in the W. 3 SW. 4 sec. 20. 

Sec. 21.— The following beds were noted in sec. 21: 


Exposure No. 9. Section on west bank of Thistle Creek near the mortheast corner of the 
NE. 4 NW. 4 sec. 21, T. 11 S., R. 5 W. 


Feet 
EN aer esce EP re ee 255916 14 
Woody coal BE RAGU ar > > A 2 
Góal 55. 9.0 xar e do bod- tont tier aña. . - loda Speo gate 24 
Dirty] COAL SE y meee BOL RA eae at I 14 


Strike N. 52° E., dip 12° N. 


Exposure No. 10. A coal bed about 2 feet thick is exposed on the east bank of 
Thistle Creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4. 

There is a large coal smut in the bank of the ditch in the NW. { SW. 4. Much burned 
clay and clinker covers the surface in the S. $ NE. 4, indicating that at least one and 
probably several large coal beds have been burned. 

Sec. 22.-Exposure No. 11. On the hillside in the NW. 1 NE. 4 sec. 22 is a coal 
bed 16 feet thick. There has been some burning at this locality. A burned bed 
(probably large) occurs in the SW. 1 SW. 4. Coal smut was seen in the NE. 4 SW. 1 
and the SE. { NW. 4. 

Sec. 23.—Coal smut was seen in the SW. 1 NW. 4 sec. 23, on the bank of Davis 
Creek, and in the southern part of the SW. + SE. 4. 

Sec. 24.—In sec. 24 the following beds were seen: 


Exposure No. 12. Section in west bank of Shovel Creek, in the NE. + S W. X sec. 24, 
T. 11 8., R. 5 W. 


Ft. in 

Coal rei [il ra ss de 525202 a sis Saar lc 5 0 
Dandy; Parting ee cc sc desc. seek ae ima had 2 
MOR e us croce OS. 3 0 
Dirty coal A A REEL TIER 1 4 
9 6 


Strike N. 40? E., dip 18? N. 


Coal smuts were seen at the southwest corner of the NW. 1, at the southeast corner 
of the SW. 1, in the SW. 4 SE. 4, and in the SW. 1 NE. 1. 

Sec. 25.—Exposure No. 13. On the east side of Shovel Creek, in the NW. 1 SW. + 
sec. 25, is a coal bed about 8 feet thick, that strikes N. 50? E. and dips 22? N. (?). 
A second bed below this, probably smaller, is poorly exposed. "The beds seem to lie 
in a small syncline. 

Sec. 26.—Smut of a bed of unknown size was seen in the. NW. + NE. 1 sec. 26, at 
an altitude of 3,450 or 3,500 feet, and in the NW. 4 NE. 1 at an altitude of 3,850 feet. 
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Burned clay and a little coal, probably derived from a large bed, were seen at an 
altitude of 3,950 feet in the NW. 1 SW. }SW.4 and on the stream in the NW. 1 SW. + 
The two last-mentioned localities are Sobek? on the same bed. 

Sec. 27.—Smut was seen at an altitude of 3,825 feet in the SW. + SE. 1 sec. 27, on 
the stream at an altitude of 3,340 feet in the SW. + SW. 4, on the hillside at an ARE 
of 3,400 feet in the NW. 1 SW. 4, at an altitude of 3,350 feet in the NE. + NW. 4, and 
at an altitude of 3,250 feet in the NW. 4, near the line between secs. 22 and 27. 

Sec. 28.—Exposure No. 14. In the NW. + SW. 1 SW. 1 sec. 28 is a coal bed 15 feet 
thick that strikes N. 85° E., and dips 30° N. 

Coai smut was seen on the hillside in the SW. + NW. + 

Sec. 29.—The coal beds recorded in the description of the exposure in sec. 30 are 
exposed in the SW. 1 NW. 4 sec. 29. The 15-foot coal bed in sec. 28 extends into the 
SE. 1 SE. + sec. 29, and coal smut was seen also in the SE. 1 SW. + 

Sec. 30.—The beds recorded below are exposed in sec. 30: 


Exposure No. 15. Section on east bank of Hoseanna Creek, in the SE. + NE. 1 sec. 30, 
T. 11 S., R. 5 W. 


Feet 

Coal (same as 123-foot bed of exposure No. 6; see p. 14).......... 7+ 
Gand 254272 tana ee Sones Seats ee US 50 
Goal ser 2 0222062 aa 15 
Carbonaceous shale Same as 163-foot bed of exposure No. 6.. | 14 
Joa Ed Jawa Ree haces di 2 
Sand and clarin sae souls ve Gene SÓL aa REDE ŁYSO. KWB 32 
Con) Oe O CERĘ PERM PET E O TS LK, vut e SANKT PD 6 
Olay 2222 beeen a ace cota Sake 02 2224 24 o 10 
Coal LE LL d taa yuy Vs nof er cota omelets conse aces tee eater 18 
Clay ZP OPM MIS NOE “rS so IA JC D M 4 
Sand ANO HERE ENTF 17 
Coal. Ar 2 Rós SP SEE salas ippo rea nen 1} 
Sarid 29.50 fe A ae qu. dt EOM coe asia = èw Sara a= s p 43 40 
ET ENTE E, em ori dy EEE ne Gao 14 
E 3522 UM c Mr p ac NE OWE EPEE REC; io 18 
Sand Seb cree sera Tabak alo < EYE ut = taj qe = E E 136 245 ae. 20 
(A Haben ees terni CQ PELE EEE qr. e WER JENE EEE 1 
V A ELTA IE 4 
Band and gravel?:..:.......02 Aaaa een a CE Siaa Via 35 
Gravel 231 ke e: 42243. bycia o eed yep BEE 1 
Coal Senne oa A AR RE Pk wu PAL P RY I T B ass, 5 
Carbonaceous shalez253.30-99 9 2b os 52 os E 2 
Sand and clay:::..-2--:--:::::::::::0-:.i1:i--2 ri 93 v229 PII 14 
Cross-bedded sand ;2....:---:::-. no LOL U CAR einen nee: 30 
Graveliiz2ci:illtritifil:c2i.::0tkitu ere cu CUP astaw ne ton 4 
NAN 222040440 0142214 illliillt1l.i5 iri 44222022 120002 Ee aw EDS 3 
MET NOTET ces sins tese rete e viales fee Qiu v A A NET E NE 3 
Clay 22 EM NAPA ROP o Ar 1 
Coal, EEE Eee ln. 5 
Ula 22 2 aw na PESO EZ PECET es. 10 
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Some of the beds in exposure No. 15 and also the higher beds in exposure No. 6, 
in the SW. 1 SE. 1 sec. 19 (see p. 14), crop out in the cliffs on the southeast side of 
Hoseanna Creek, opposite those described above. Coal smut seen in the SE. 1 sec. 30. 
indicates the presence of one or more large beds beneath those] in exposure No. 15. 


` T. 11 S. R. 5 W. 17 


Exposure No. 16. A coal bed about 8 feet thick, exposed in a stream in the 
NW. 4 NW. 4 sec. 30, at an altitude of 2,650 feet, probably dips at a low angle to 
the east. 

Exposure No. 17. A bluff on the north side of an unnamed stream shows the fol- 
lowing section at an altitude of 2,550 feet (base of exposure): 

Section in the SW. + NW. X NW. sec. 80, T. 11 S., R.5 W. „e 
l eel. 
BEN He ER, ch 10(?) 
Concealed and sands š 


Sec. 31.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 31, but there are coal smuts at 
several localities. B 

Sec. 83.—Smut, probably from a small bed, was seen at an altitude of 3,300 feet on 
the hillside and in the stream bank in the NW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 33. 


MINING CONDITIONS. 


There is undoubtedly a large amount of coal in this township, much 
of which is above the general drainage level and can be mined with- 
out shafts from openings situated on the larger creeks. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The coal in secs. 18, 19, 30, and 31 and in the western part of secs. 
20 and 29 is in the drainage basin of Hoseanna Creek and will find its 
natural outlet over a branch railroad extending up the creek from 
Nenana River. There is, however, so large a quantity of easily 
&ccessible coal in the lower part of the valley of Hoseanna Creek that 
probably no such branch will be built into this township for many 
years. 

The coal of the rest of the township is in the drainage basin of 
I Totatlanika Creek, which is tributary to Tanana River, and will find 
its natural outlet over an independent railroad up the Totatlanika. 
Such a railroad will not be built for a great many years, unless other 
industries than coal mining require it. 

It is probable that the placer mines of Totatlanika Creek and its 
tributaries will require a small amount of coal, some of which may be 
obtained in this township. A little coal has already been mined for 
this purpose in sec. 8. 

STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The coal of this township is so remote from the present markets 
and from the proposed railroad that there will probably be no demand 
for leases, except possibly for a small mine, producing annually not 
more than several hundred tons, to supply the local placer miners. 

The coal lands of the larger part of this township have therefore 
not been divided into leasing units but are to be held in their present 
status until there is a call for the granting of leases or of local mining 
permits. 4 

698609—18——2 
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The coal lands in the SW. 1 sec. 19, in the W. 4 sec. 30, and in sec. 
31 (except the N. 4 NE. }) are included in leasing blocks 23, 24, and 
25. As the coal of these lands can be most economically mined in 
connection with the coal of T. 11 S., R. 6 W., these tracts are more 
fully discussed in the section on that township (pp. 26-37). 


T. 9 S, R. 6 W. 


[See Pl. V.] 
CLASSIFICATION. 
Unsurveyed: Coal land—Continued. 
Secs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 18. Sec. 14. 
- Noncoal land: 15. 

Sec. 10, W.}. ` 16, 8. 4. 
10, SE. 4. 16, $. 4 NE. 1. 
10, N. 4 NE. 1 16, NE. 1 NE. 1. 
11, W. 4. 16; 8.4 NW. 1. 
11, NE. 4. 16, NE. 4 NW. 4. 
11, N. 4 SE. 4. 17, SE. 1. 
12. 17, 8.4 NE. 1 
18, N. 4 NE. 4. 20, E. 4. 
16, NW. 1 NE. 4. 20, E. 3 SW. 1. 
16, NW. 1 NW. 1. 21. 
17, W. 4. 22 
17, N. 4 NE. 1 23 
19. 24 
20, NW. 1. 25, N. 4 
20, W. 4 SW. 4. 25, SE. 4 
25, S. 3 SW. 1. 25, N. 3 SW. 1 
26, SE. 1 SE. 1. 26, N. 4 
30, W. 3 SW. 4. 26, SW. 1. 
31, W. 3. 26, W. 4 SE. 1. 
31, SE. 4. 26, NE. 4 SE. 4. 
32, SW. 1. 27. 
32, SW. 4 SE. 4. 28. 
33, S. 3. 29. 
33, S. 3 NE. 1 30, E. 4 
34, 8. 3. 30, NW. 1 
34, S. NW. 1 30, E. 4 SW. 1 
34, 8.4 NE. 1 31, NE. 1 
35. 32, N. 3 
36. 32, N. 3 SE. 1. 

Coal land: 82, SE. 1 SE. 1. 

Sec. 10, S. 4 NE. 1 33, NW. 4. ` 
11, S. 4 SE. 1 33, N. 4 NE. 4. 
13, W.4. 34, N. 3 NW. 1. 
13, SE. 4. 34, N. 4 NE. 4. 


OOAL. 
Sec. 10.—No exposures of coal beds and no coal smuts were seen insec.10. A little 
burned clay was found at several localities. It is doubtful whether this section 
contains any workable coal. i 
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Sec. 11.—No coal beds, coal smut, or burned clay were seen in sec. 11. This sec- 
tion possibly contains no coal. , 

Sec. 13.—No coal beds and no smut that seemed to be in place were seen in sec 13. 

Sec. 14.—No coal beds were seen in sec. 14, but there is a little smut in the NW 1. 

Sec. 15.—Exposure No. 18. In a bluff on the east bank of California Creek the 
following beds are exposed: 


Section near southeast corner of the SW. X SW. 1 sec. 15, T. 9 S., R. 6 W. 


Concealed. Ft. in. 
Coal (included in sample 26359; see pp. 8, 9) -..------------------ 6 6 
Rue 4+ 
Concealed. 


Much baked clay, probably from burning of large beds, was seen at an altitude of 
about 1,650 feet in the NE. 4 NW. 4, at an altitude of 1,400 feet near the center of 
the NE. } at 1,575 feet, on both sides of the stream that enters California Creek from 
the southeast in the SE. 4, and at 1,900 feet near the northwest corner of the section. 
|! Sec. 16.—Burned clay was seen in the soil at an altitude of 1,850 feet in the SW. + 
Sec. 17. —The stream in the SE. 1 SE. 4 sec. 17 shows coal float at an altitude of 
about 1,900 feet, but no beds are exposed. Burned clay from an unknown coal 
| bed was seen in a small stream in the NE. 4 SE. 3 NE. 4. — 
' Sec. 20.—Several coal beds, none of them over 2 feet thick, are exposed in the 
| Stream near the northeast corner of sec. 20. One of these beds strikes N. 50° E., 
‚and dips 25° $. 
| Sec. 21.—Several coal beds, none of them more than 2feet thick, are exposed on the 
stream that enters Rex Creek in the NW. } sec. 21. Another small bed is exposed 
in the west bank of Rex Creek just below this tributary. Another bed, possibly 3 
feet or more thick, is exposed on the west bank of California Creek in the NE. + NW. 4. 
| Tt is possible that two or more beds may be present at this locality, or there may 
be only one bed repeated by slumping. 

Sec. 22.—No coal outcrops or smuts were seen in sec. 22. Exposures are not good 
in this section. 3 

Sec. 23.—No outcrops of coal beds were seen in sec. 23, but smut and burned beds 
were noted as follows: In the SE. 4 SW. 4 SW. 4, at an altitude of 1,660 feet, smut 
was seen, probably representing a small bed. At the southeast corner of the SW. 4, 
at an altitude of 1,800 feet, there is smut and burned clay, probably representing a 
fairly large bed. In the SE. 4 NE. 4 NE. 4, on the hillside at an altitude of 1,900 
feet, is burned clay, probably representing a fairly large bed. In the northern part 
of the NW. 1 NW. 1, at an altitude of 1,600 feet, coal smut was seen in a slide. 

Sec. 24. _ Exposure No. 19. In the NE. + NE. } NE. 4 sec. 24, at an altitude of 
1,600 feet, is a coal bed 12 feet thick, which strikes N. 70° E. and dips 30° S. On 
the hillside just above is a probably large burned bed that seems to have slumped. 

In the eastern part of the NE. 1 SE. 4 is the smut of a small bed. There is much 
! burned material along the hillside, probably from the burning of a large bed. 

In the SW. + NW. 1 NW. 1, at an elevation of 1,890 feet, is much burned clay. 

Sec. 25.—No coal exposures were seen in sec. 25, but there is coal smut in the SE. 4 
SE. + and the NW. + SW. 4, and burned beds in the N. 3 SW. 1 and the NW. 4 SE. 4. 

Sec. 26.—No coal exposures were seen in sec. 26, but there are extensive outcrops 
of burned beds that indicate a large area of former coal outcrops and possibly a large 
‘amount of unburned coal below the surface. Coal smut was seen only in the NE. + 
SE. 4. 4 5 

Sec. 27.—The extensive burned outcrops noted in sec. 26 extend throughout the 
S. 4 sec. 27 and indicate that many thick coal beds formerly cropped out in this area 
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and possibly still underlie it. Coal smuts were seen in the NW. 4 SE. 4 and the NW. 
| + SW. 4 sec. 27. 
Sec. 28.—No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 28. There are burned beds in 
the NE. 1 SE. +, the S. 4 SE. 1, and the SW. + SW. 4. 
| Sec. 29. —No exposures of coal beds were seen in sec. 29. There are extensive 
| burned beds in the SE. 1, in the southern part of the NE. 4, and in the SE. + SW. 4. 
A well-defined coal smut occurs beneath the burned beds in the S. 3 NE. 4 and the 
| NW. 4 SE. 4. 
| Sec. 30.—No exposures of coal beds and no smuts were seen in sec. 30. A well- 
defined burned bed (or zone of burned beds) was seen in the W. 3 SE. 4 and the E. 4 
| SW. 4. Burned beds were seen also in the SE. 4 SE. 4 and the SE. 4 NW. 1. | 
Sec. 31.—No exposures of coal beds and no coal smuts were seen in sec. 31. In the 
I . NE. 4 there are extensive burned beds which extend slightly into the E. 3 NW. 1. 
| Sec. 32.—No exposures of coal beds and no coal smuts were seen in sec. 32. Burned 
| beds occur abundantly throughout the N. 4 and in the SE. 4. 
| Sec. 33.—No exposures of coal beds or smuts were seen in sec. 33. There isa burned 
| bed in the W. 3 NW. 4. 
|! Sec. 34.—No exposures of coal beds or smuts were seen in sec. 34. A burned bed 
crops out along the crest of the ridge in the N. 4 NW. 4, and there is a small area of 
| burned clay in the SE. 4 SE. 1. 
| Sec. 35.—A small area of burned clay caps a hilltop in the SW. 4 SW. 4 sec. 35. _ 
Í 


MINING CONDITIONS. 


This township formerly contained a large amount of coal, but the 
| beds have been extensively burned, at least at the surface, and burn- 
| ing is still in progress at several localities. "The amount of coal now 
| remaining can not be determined without underground exploration. 
Unburned coal exposures were seen only in secs. 15, 21, and 24, and. 
only a few coal smuts were seen. The larger part of the coal is below 
drainage level, where it probably is unburned, but where it can be 
mined only by shafts or slopes. : 


-gyr rx 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The coal of this township can find an outlet to market only over a 
railroad down Totatlanika Creek to Tanana River. Such a railroad 
would be more than 30 miles long, and the cost of construction 
| through the lower Totatlanika Canyon would probably be very 
| heavy. It is doubtful whether such a road will ever be built unless 
| valuable mineral resources other than coal are discovered in this 
district. 


STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The lack of a local market or of transportation makes it certain 
| that there will be no immediate need for leases in this township. 
The coal lands of the township have therefore not been divided into. 
leaśing units but will be held in their present status until there is a 
| call for leases or for local mining permits. 
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[See Pl. VI.] 
CLASSIFICATION. ° 
Unclassified land: Noncoal land—Continued. 
| Sec. 17, S. 4. Sec. 35, NE. 4 NE. 4. 
| 17, 8. 4 NE. 4. 35, SE. 1 SE. 4. 
| 17, S. 4 NW. 1. 36, N. 4. 

18, S. 3. 36, SW. 4. 

18, S. 4 NE. 4. 36, S. 4 SE. 4. 

19. 36, NE. 4 SE. 4. 

20. Coal land: ' 

21, SW. 1. Sec. 13, S. 4 SE. 4. 

21, W. 3 NW. 4. 13, SW. 4. | 

28, NW. 1 NW. 4. 14, S. 4. | 

29, N. 4 NE. 1. 14, S. 4 NE. 4. | 

29, SW. 1 NE. 4. 15, SE. 4. | 

29, N. 4 SW. 4. 15, S. 3 SW. 1. 

29, SW. 1 SW. 1. 16, S. 4. 

29, NW. 1. 21, E. 4. | 
| 30. 21, E. 3 NW. 1 | 
| 31, W. 4 22 | 
| 31, W. 4 NE. 1. 23, N. 4. 

31, NW. 4 SE. 4. 23, S.4 BE. 1. 

_ Noncoal land: 23, S. 4 SW. 1. 
Sec. 1. 23, NW. 1 SW. 1. 
^ px 24, N. 4. 

3. 24, SE. 1. 

4. 24, S. 3 SW. 1. | 

5. 24, NE. 1 SW. 1. ! 

6. 25, N. 3 NE. 1. | 

7 25, N. 3 NW. 1. | 

8. 25, SW. 3 NW. 1 | 

9. 25, NW. 1 SW. 1. 

10. 26. 

11. 27. | 

12. 28, E. 3. 

13, N. 4. 28, SW. 1 

13, N. 3 SE. 1 28, S. 3 NW. 1 

1 A ee i 28, NE. 4 NW. 1 

, “T: 29, SE. 1. 

15, N. 4. 29, SE. 4 NE. 1 

T at i SW. 4. 29, SE. + SW. 1 

17, N. A NE: 4. Wj H AER 

17, N. 3 NW. 4. 51 SW. 1 SE. 4. 

18, N. 4 NE. 1. b» : 

18, NW. 4. nat ‘| 

23, N. 4 SE. 1. ay 

23, NE. 4 SW. + á 

24, NW. 1 SW. 1 SES 

25, S. 3 NE. 1. 35, 8.4 NE. 1 | 

25, SE. 1. 35, NW. 1 NE. 1. | 

25, 8. SW. 1. 35, N. 3 SE. +. M 

25, NE. 1 SW. 4. 35, SW. 4 SE. 4. | 

25, SE. 4 NW. 1. 36, NW. 1 SE. 1. 
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COAL. 


Sec. 2 — There is a small area of burned clay capping the hilltop in the NW. 1 
NW. 1 sec. 2. 

Sec. 3.—A. small area of burned clay caps the hilltop in the NE. 4 NE. 1 sec. 3. 
The coal is probably all burned. 

Sec. 18.—Smut was seen in the SE. + SE. 1 sec. 13. 

Sec. 14.—Smut was seen in the SE. 4 SW. 1 sec. 14. 

Sec. 16.—A large amount of smut, probably derived from several large beds, was 
seen in the N. 3 SE. 1 sec. 16. 

Sec. 22.—Exposure No. 20. On the east bank of California Creek, in the SE. 1 NE. 1| 
sec. 22, is a coal bed more than 10 feet thick. | 
Exposure No. 21. On the hillside east of California Creek at an altitude of 2, 100. 
feet, in the northern part of the SE. 1 SE. 1 sec. 22, a coal bed 1 foot or more in | | 

thickness strikes N. 25° E. and dips 45° N. 

Coal smut was seen in the SE. 4 SW. 4. 

‚Sec. 23.—Exposure No. 22. On the east bank of the creek in the SE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 23, 
at an altitude of 2,060 feet, is a coal bed more than 12 feet thick. | 

Exposure No. 23. On the south bank of McAdams Creek, in the SW. 4 NW. 4 sec. | 
23, a coal bed 54 feet thick strikes N. 27° E. and dips 25° N. | 

Burned clay, probably representing large coal beds, was seen in the NW. 4 NE. 4 
and the SE. 4 NW. 4. Smut was seen in the NW. 4 NE. 4, the SE. 4 SE. 4, and the | 
NW. 1 SW. 1. 

Sec. 24.—Exposure No. 24. On the south bank of the creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4. 
sec. 24, at an altitude of 2,080 feet, is a coal bed over 6 feet thick, which strikes N. 60? 
E. and dips 15? $. 

Exposure No. 25. On the south bank of McAdams Creek, in the SW. 4 SW. 4 sec. 
24, coal 5 to 10 feet thick is exposed. 

A coal bed, probably thin, crops out in the south bank of the creek in the NW. 4 
SE. 4. Smut was seen in the SW. 1 NE. 4, the NE. 4 SE. 4, the SW. 4 SE. 4, the 
NW. 4 SE. 4, and the SW. 4 SW. +. Burned clay, probably representing large beds, | 
was seen in the NE. 4 SE. 4, the NE. 1 SW. 1, and the SE. 4 NW. 1. 

Sec. 25.—A small coal bed is exposed in the NW. 4 SW. 4 sec. 25, and coal smut 
was seen in the NW. 1 NE. 4, the NW. 1 NW. 4, the SW. 4 NW. 4, and the NW. £ 
SW. 4. 

Sec. 26.—Exposure No.26. In a gulch in the NE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 26 occurs a poor 
exposure of a coal bed 104 feet thick, apparently striking N. 80? E. and dipping 28? 8. 

A coal smut was seen on the south bank of Bonanza Creek in the SE. 1 SW. 4, and | 
burned clay was noted on the hillside in the NW. 4 SE. 4. | 

Sec. 27.—The following beds were noted in sec. 27: f 


Exposure No. 27. Section in cliff on east side of California Creek in the SW. 4 NE. 1| 


sec. 27, T. 10 S., R. 6 W. 


Ft. in. 
Concesled E SETS a WOZY SZE 38 
Coal ISTA A A DNA O (TENŻE 1 
Sand E AAA A A OO PII By 30 
A CC A A OLE GTK UE $3237 3 
Sand Ve eee ea cr 21702 Tn 5 
Gravel ats PULS 10 ad TOTES Ea E 24 30 
Coal Mere as a add 9020 I LR! S 3 2 6 
Clay 2 2 EPA T p TO LOOP HER SV shame fa 2 
Clayey con AO TTE nenn tan een ehe ne HS AS As 2 6 
Sand s Yo Tap RAS T OT maso da A Eh 26 
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Contour interval 50 feet 
Datum mean lower low water im Knik Arm 


Elevations from levels on preliminary line of railroad by Alaskan Engineering Commission 
extended by vertical-angle control 


TOWNSHIP PLAT AND ‘COAL MAP. OF T. 10 S., R. 6 W., FAIRBANKS BASE AND MERIDIAN 
NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA 


EXPLANATION 


(Partly underlain by coal) 


E 


Coal-bearing rocks 


Non coal-bearing rocks 
(Igneous rocks and schists) 


— 


Coal bed 
(Outerop observed) 


Coal bed 
(Smut or position inferred) 


Burned coal bed 
(Depth of burning not known) 


31 27 


5⁄2 
27 


Coal exposures ‘ 


(Measured coal sections, 
numbered as in text) 


LATITUDE 63^59'50.385" N. 


ŚM] LONGITUDE 148*37'23.272" W. 


T. 10 S., R. ô W. 98 


Ft. in 
Band Mes IAE RSS DV CAA Meet eg dés Mp eae it 5 
(Coal. s a ee SEAS IR POTAS = Lok Goad EAM ER OEM 9 
Carbon clay, 22 220 ansa A src ade cee e bad VAY ces s 345.814 MS LA 6 
Sand KNESET AREST ee bt ee ce seen POR POP S 42 
Gravel BSO PSSE Mesa Eis RISE RIMIS RA REI E IG E 17 
Coal (included in sample 26361)...........----..---------+-+---+ 12 
Olay Stringer same t oo dress icis ge Exc tese s), UN T 8 
Coal (included in sample 26360) Leder SA CE es scere 6 6 
Dark carbon: Clay ORLE EZ ceps PE 16 
Olay sc ex Port ds ovp EGO ROAR rer 33 
Band and prayelseege le iento vera yaa Me o 54 


Strike N. 60°-70° E., dip 10°-15° SE. 


Exposure No. 28. In a gulch in the NE. 4 NE. 1 sec. 27, at an altitude of 2,045 
feet, is a coal bed 6 feet thick, with a variable clay stringer. This bed strikes N. 65° 
E. and dips 45° $. 

Exposure No.29. Inthesamegulch at an altitude of 2,020 feet a coal bed 8 feet thick 


strikes N. 85? W. and dips 40? S. (?). 
Exposure No. 30. In the same gulch at an altitude of 1,985 feet is a coal bed 17 feet 


thick, which strikes N. 60? E. and dips 15? 8. 

Exposure No. 31. In a side gulch from the south in the NE. + NE. 1 at an altitude 
of 1,980 feet, a coal bed 7 feet thick strikes N. 77? E. and dips 28? S. 

Exposure No. 32. In the main gulchin the NE. 1 NE. 1, at an altitude of 1,960 feet, 
there is a coal bed 8 feet thick that strikes N. 71? E. and dips 57° S. Thiscoalisprob- ` 
ably faulted along the stream. 

Exposure No. 33. In the south bank of Bonanza Creek in the S. 3 SE. 1 SE. + at 
least 8 feet of coal (base concealed) underlies cross-bedded sands. 


Exposure No. 34. Section in south bank of Bonanza Creek in the SE. 4 SW. + SE. 1 
sec. 27, T. 10 S., R. 6 W. 


Feet. 
Clean, solid lignite..........-.......-....-.- 22... ............... 5-6 
Clay... ............................. narrar 10 


Sandy clay. 
Strike about N. 45° W., dip 8° to 10° N. 
‚Sec. 28.—In sec. 28 the following beds are exposed for 150 feet along the stream: 


Exposure No. 35. Section on north side of Emma Creek in the S. 3 SW. 4 SE. 4 sec. 28, 
T. 10 S., R. 6 W., at an altitude of about 1,975 feet. 


Cross-bedded sands. Ft. in. 
Tipnite W OCE A IU aaa TR 
(OEA s PP EDO BYE 3-4 
Usd re bte od Odd C JO LOOT Ya a a EF TEE: 2 6 
(Olay Dantinp A e Act por qs s eoe? LESE pe Ur Ban ee 8-10 
ACN LOin ecc EEE TRIERER refer 1 4 
Clay. 


Strike N. 45° E., dip 9° W. 
The coal bed of exposure No. 35 is also poorly exposed on the south side of Emma 


Creek in the SE. 1 SE. 1 SW. 4 sec. 28. 
Sec. 32.—Exposure No. 36. On the north bank of the south fork of Emma Creek in 
the N. 4 NE. + SE. 1 sec. 32 is a coal bed that averages 5 feet in thickness, but the base 


24 NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


is partly covered by gravel talus. Olay was seen underlying the bed in places. 
Imperfect exposures occur on the opposite (east) side of the creek. 

Exposure No. 37. On the bank of the north fork of Emma Creek in the NW. 1 SE. 1 
NE. + sec. 32, coal 3 feet thick overlies cross-bedded sand and gravels. Imperfect ex- 
posures of this bed continue downstream to and beyond the line between secs. 32 and 
33. 

Coal is poorly exposed also at several localities in the banks of the south fork of 
Emma Creek in the NE. 4 SE. 4, the SW. 4 SE. 4, and the SE. + ŚW. + and at one 
locality on the north fork of Emma Creek in the SE. 1 SE. 4 NW. 4. 

Sec. 33.—The following exposures were noted in sec. 33: 


Exposure No. 38. Section on north bank of Emma Creek in the SW. X NE. + NW. X and 
the NE. + SW. + NW. + sec. 33, T. 10 S., R. 6 W. 


Sand and gravel. N Ft. in. 
Coal WZ EEC OPTY e dpa esee A TEE SUE EE 5 
Clay em EE CC USES Ie ct idees C PECO CME TOUR eG 6-8 
(MA AS IAS EEEE e co eth 1 6 
Clay. 


This bed is exposed on the north side of the creek about 40 feet above the creek level. 
The average thickness of the bed is 7 feet. 

Exposure No. 39. On Emma Creek in the SW. 1 SW. 1 NW. 1 sec. 33 is a bed of 
lignite 5 to 6 feet thick with a clay parting near the base, probably the same bed as at 
exposure No. 38. 

Exposure No. 40. A coal bed having a thickness of possibly 3 feet is partly exposed 
on the north fork of Emma Creek in the W. 4 NW. 1 NW. 1 sec. 33. 

Exposure No. 41. On the east bank of Marguerite Creek in the NE. + NE. 1 NE. 1 
sec. 33 cross-bedded sands and gravel overlie a coal bed of which 8 feet is exposed. 
This bed strikes N. 45? E. and dips 9? N. 

Exposure No. 42. On the west bank of Marguerite Creek near the center of the NE. + 
NE. 4 sec. 33 18 feet of coal free from partings is overlain by sands and gravels and 
underlain by clay (?). Thisis probably the same bed as that at exposure No. 41. 

Exposure No. 43. Section on northwest side of Marguerite Creek in the NW. 4 SE. 4 
NE. 1 sec. 33, T. 10 8., R. 6 W. 


Coarse gravel and cobbles. Feet. 
Coal ZY ONI a oe dens POTERE T ES TR 212 422 2277 ee 13+ 
Gray pando gis ance Sys 200865 js Rae, raki dede TU a eee meee 40 
Coal (exposed ar sun as nen sot SL. sires din ne See TD ee 8 


Exposure No. 44. On the east bank of Marguerite Creek in the NW. + NW. 4 SE. 1 
sec. 33 12 feet of coal is exposed. 

Exposure No. 45. On the east bank of Marguerite Creek in the W. 3 NW. + SE. 1 
sec. 33 8 to 12 feet of coal is exposed, but the base of the bed is concealed. - 

Exposure No. 46. On Marguerite Creek in the SW. 1 NW. 4 SE. 4 sec. 33 is a 5-foot 
bed of coal, probably a continuation of the bed at exposure No. 45. 

Exposure No. 47. Section on Marguerite Creek in the SE. 1 SE. + SW. 1 sec. 33, T. 
10 8., R. 6 W. 


Sec. 34.—Exposure No. 48. On the west bank of the stream in the NE. 4 NW. 1 
NE. 4 sec. 34 from 6 to 7 feet of coal (base concealed) underlies sands and sandy clay. 
Coal smut and burned clay were seen in the SW. 1 SE. 1. 


T. 10 8., R. 6 w. 25 


Sec. 35. —Exposure No. 49. On the west bank of Winter Creek in the NE. + NW. 1 


| Bec. 35, underlying sandy clay, is a bed of coal at least 10 feet thick, the base not 


being exposed. r 

Coal smut was seen at several localities in the NW. 4, the NE. 4, and the SE. 4, and 
burned clay in the NW. 1 SW. 4. 

Sec. 36.—There are burned beds of unknown extent in the NE. + SW. + and the 
NW. + SE. + sec. 36. Some coal smut was seen in the SE. 4 NE. 4. It is doubtful 
if this section contains any workable coal. 


MINING OONDITIONS. 


This township contains a moderately large amount of coal that is 
above general drainage level and so situated as to be easily mined, 
and a larger amount that will be available by shafts. The most 
accessible coal beds are those which crop out in the hill east of Cali- 
fornia Creek in the E. 4 sec. 27 and on Marguerite and Emma creeks 


| in secs. 32 and 33. The coal beds that yield the smuts in the SE. 1 


sec. 16 are probably thick and accessible and may yield a fairly large 


| tonnage. Small mines could also be opened easily on the outcrops 


along McAdams and Bonanza creeks. The best sites for deep mining 


| ean be determined only by special investigations, probably supple- 


mented by drilling. Present information suggests that one of the 
most favorable sites for deep mining may be near the junction of 
Bonanza and California creeks. 

In the southwestern part of the township (secs. 16 to 21 and 28 to 
32) the coal-bearing and non coal-bearing rocks pass unconformably 
under a thick gravel cover, beneath which coal may be present but at 


undetermined localities and depths. This gravel-covered area was 


not assumed, for purposes of classification, to be coal land, except for 
those 40-acre tracts that lie wholly or partly within half a mile of the 


. outcrop of the coal-bearing formation. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The coal of this township can find an outlet to the existing markets 
only over a railroad down California and Totatlanika creeks to Tanana 
River. Such a railroad will be at least 40 miles long, part of which 
(through the Totatlanika and California Creek canyons) will be expen- 
sive to construct and will probably not be built until it is required for 


_ some industry other than coal mining. 


U 


STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


As there is no present or assured local market or transportation 
for the coal of this township, the coal lands of the township have not 
been divided into leasing units, but are to be held in their present 
status till there is a call for leases or for local mining permits. 


NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA, 


T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


[See Pl. VIT.] 
CLASSIFICATION. 

Unsurveyed: Coal land—Continued. 
Secs. 1 to 5, 8 to.17. Sec. 19, E. 4 NW. 4. 

Unclassified land: 20. 

Sec. 6, W. 4. 21. 
7, NW. 1 NW. 1. . 22. 
18, SW. 1 SW. 1. 23. 
19, W. 4 NW. 1. 24. 
Noncoal land: 25. 
Sec. 31, W. 4 SW. 1. 26. 
31, SE. 4 8W. 4. 211 
31, SE. 4. 28. 
32, SW. 1 SW. 4. 29. 
36, S. 3 SW. 1. 30. 
36, S. 4 SE. 1. 31, N. 3. 

Coal land: 31, NE. 1 SW. 1. 
Sec. 6, E. 4. 82, N. 4. 
"Emi 32, SE. 1. 

7, SW. 1. 32, E. 3 SW. 4. 
7,8. 4 NW. 4. 32, NW. 1 SW. 1. 
7, NE. 1 NW. 1 33. 
18, N. 4. 34 
18, SE. 1. 35. 
18, N. 3 SW. 1. 36, N. 4. 
18, SE. 1 SW. 1. 36, N. 4 SW. 1. 
19, E. 4. 36, N. 3 SE. 1. 
19, SW. 1. 
COAL. 
Sec. 7.—Exposure No. 50. On a tributary of Marguerite Creek in the S. 3 SW. 4 


SE. 1 sec. 7 is a coal bed 3 feet thick. 

An unmeasured coal bed is exposed also in the NW. + SW. 1 SE . 1 sec. 7. * 

Sec. 18.—Exposure No. 51. On a tributary of Marguerite Creek in the NW. 4 NW. £ 
NE. 1 sec. 18 a coal bed 12 feet thick strikes N. 75? W. and dips 25° 8. 

Exposure No. 52. On a tributary of Marguerite Creek on the north line of the NW. + 
NW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 18 a 6-foot bed of coal is exposed. 

Sec. 20.—The following exposures were noted in sec. 20: 


Exposure No. 53. Section on tributary of Hoseanna Creek in the E. + NE. 4 sec. 20, 
T. 11 S., R. 6 W., at an altitude of 2,080 feet. 


Ft. in 
Coal ES Sai ee qua aan wows atten ŻONĘ HERZ eee tae mee PEREZ 4 
Sand and gxaveli.:1...22:50222121719 2082 12209. Sat sa 50 
Coal A EEE cee ene cee SEE tat ae 4 
Clay ses doso 4522252132222 bea FRAU EON CETERI E 6 
EA TERN ELE 2 C C cee ieee dee PE de. 20 6 


4 Strike N. 70° W., dip 45° S. 
Smut, probably from the 4-foot bed of the above section, was seen at the stream 
junction at an altitude of 2,040 feet in the NE. 4 SE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 20. A poorly ex- 


posed coal smut was seen also in the SE. 4 SE. 4 SE. 4. 
Sec. 22.—Several exposures were observed in sec. 22, as indicated below. 


BULLETIN 664 PLATE VII 


U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Wh 


EXPLANATION 


ravels 
(Partly underlain by coal) 


Coal-bearing rocks 


Non coal-bearing rocks 
(Igneous rocks and schists) 
P 


Coal bed 
(Outerop observed) 


Coal bed 
(Smut or position inferred) 


Burned coal bed 
_ (Depth of burning not known) 


37 42 
° we 
42 


Coal exposures 


se se (Measured coal sections, 


++ SOUTH 


numbered as in text) 


<—ss 71 


5 
2% 
IS j 
=; 4 
ye 
Se 
ERES 3 
o» 
OS 9 
o 4 
b 9 cb | 
fas 
o be AZ 
GU R 
oe ` ) 
O 4 D 
DE 
» ch = 
So Pop Poon 
¡A ¿NS 
2 wm  P 
\ ^ NR pe | 
| AA 
e A Ar 
pe Z MS 
A 


; 
M 
| 


a 
ZI 
A) 


a 


u n 
EN 
: - 
LES) 
Om 
SS q 
KG RAY 
5 


4 

© vz Oo © vo 

u 00 ko Y wa 
É 


== 
= 7 
cE 
o ee 
q OŁ 
ES 
^ = A 
fs i A 
— 
Ç 


>. 


= 
— 


LATITUDE 63°54'38” N. 
LONGITUDE 148*37'23" W. 


Contour interval 50 feet 


line of railroad by Alaskan Engineering Commission 
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Exposure No. 54. Section on headwater forks of gulch tributary to Hoseanna Creek in 
the W. 4 SW. 1 sec. 22, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., at an altitude of 2,390 feet. 


Feet. 
Cross-bedded sands and gravels.............-----------------++---- 50 
Coal Ms Z ZOE ee ae Mee POS SERCA 1 
(H) ERU Mn a EE E USURIS REC n Fiet DAAR IR IDEIA R 24 
Coal A dee L ES AO DORA ODA OEL 1 
Sands and gravels sis r aasan ai 200.02 K 22222 en e essen RR 40 
[VN PT LE C sib sea HEECEEO DITE PAOLO 34 
Sands and gravels stis eede EAs AEn TEENE RE SESE aae 80 
Conte 22 EE ARE SO E tise 32222 DAR her 5 


Strike N. 78° W., dip 5° N. 


A small bed of coal probably lies in the gulch in the SW. 4 SE. 4, at an altitude of 
2,180 feet. 

Exposure No. 55. In a gulch tributary to Hoseanna Creek in the SW. 4 SE. 4, at an 
altitude of 2,280 feet, about 5 feet of coal crops out and is overlain by a 1-foot bed of 
poor coal. 

Exposure No. 56. On Marguerite Oreek in the NE. 4 NE. 4, at an altitude of 2,520 
feet, is a bed of coal about 6 feet thick, which strikes N. 60° E. and dips 30° S. Smut 
is present about 200 feet downstream from this exposure. 

Smut, probably from a fairly large bed (6 feet?), occurs on Marguerite Creek in the 
NE. 1 NW. 1, at an altitude of 1,900 feet. Smut was seen in the NE. 4 NE. 4 NW. 1 
and smut and burned clay in the NW. 4 NE. 4 NW. 4. 

Exposure No. 57. At the bend of Marguerite Creek just east of the northwest corner 
of the NE. 1 coal 3 feet thick crops out. 

Sec. 23.—Exposure No. 58. A 4-foot bed of coal occurs on Marguerite Creek in the 
SW. 1 NW. 1 NW. 1 sec. 23. 

Smut that is probably from a small bed is found on Marguerite Creek in the NE. 1 
NW. 1, and burned clay, apparently from a rather large bed occurs near the center of 
the NW. 1. eh š 

Sec. 24.—Exposure No. 59. In the eastern part of the SE. + NW. 1 sec. 24 is a 4-foot 
bed of coal dipping 5°-8° S., overlain and underlain by sands. 

Three lignite beds, 3 to 6 inches thick, are exposed in the SW. 1 SW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 24. 

Exposure No. 60. In a gulch in the 8. 4 SW. 4 NE. 4 sec. 24 occurs 16 feet of coal, 
with a low dip underlying sands and gravels and overlying sands. 


Exposure No. 61. Section in gulch in the NE. 4 NW. 1 SE. 1 sec. 24, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Sands. Ft. in 
Va RE < S ZUM AIME 20/02 C Ils YA a 2 
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Exposure No. 62. Section in gulch in the NE. 4 NW. 4 SE. 4 sec. 24, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Ft. in. 
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Olay... 2 s a... I T li... T Qs tE T 1 6 
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(Vir Reges IR pee 749 349 vereor t E etr eco ee Ue pec 12 
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Exposure No. 63. In a gulch in the NW. 1 NE. + SE. 1 sec. 24 3 feet of coal (base 
concealed) is overlain by sand. j 
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Combined section of exposures Nos. 59 to 63. 


Ft. in. 
Tough clay with three thin lignite beds.....------------------ 20 
Cross-bedded sands and gravel............-.------------------ 150 
ADS PEELA EEE NIA EO PEC Ae e 16 
Sand and gravel ee. cece ee ce seine RER ans 40 
NEE er Er nee Ou ead Eee 2 
(ay pa 7 C ORA EAX een ae Shey ^ 5 
N EA SHE eher Be en 3 6 
Olay MOLO E R AT E T 1 6 
| Band and pravelii Sra ce orn e I da een 35 
| Coal IE 23. FEINEN ARE Xen FESTEN UTE e 3 
Clay 52272 5 sot ne Er ee ae ee areas oie 1 6 
Coal! z. ELFER NE TED s rot epa ERE EU E PU 2593 10 
Clay: EL. PERIANA 2 
Bony con SS E 1 6 
Coal See CH SE Se 3 52 54 DIA, MOON METI TUT vet 12 
Sand. IU 3314 ER OV fe EEE A ve TREE NEN 1 30 
Coal, partly concealed........:..... uni atita pip ee 3 


Exposure No. 64. In a gulch in the NE. 1 SE. 1 SW. 4 sec. 24, at an altitude of 2,520 | 
feet, is 20 feet of coal, which strikes about east and dips north at a low angle. 


Exposure No. 65. Section in gulch in the SE. 4 SE. + SW. 1 sec. 24, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., 
at an altitude of 2,440 feet. 


Ft. in. 
Coal TESTER OUO EZ LOEO EET ud Dee 10 
Olay Stas t errors Be Ria See Mana al la AR a 6 
Coal! uu 71290. Dod. Br x tony Italo TG 2 sonda bass 14 6 


Exposure No. 66. In a gulch in the, Southeast corner of the SW. 1 sec. 24, at an 
altitude of 2,370 feet, is a 15-foot coal bed that strikes N. 25° E. and dips 5° N. 


Exposure No. 67. Section at point of hillin the SW.Ą SE. } sec.24, T.11 S., R.6 W. 


Exposure No. 68. Section in Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4 SE. 1 sec. 24, T. 11 S., 
R. 6 W. 


Exposure No. 69. On Hoseanna Creek near the center of the SE. 4 sec. 24, isa 
16-foot coal bed. 

A little smut occurs near the head of the gulch in the NW. 1 SE.1 NW. 1. 

Sec. 25.—The lowest (15-foot) bed at exposure No. 67 (see above) may cut over the 
line into the NW. 4 NE. 4 sec. 25. 

Exposure No. 70. Near the mouth of the gulch in the NW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 25, at an 
altitude of 2,250 feet, is a 4-foot bed of coal. 


T. 11 $, R. 6 w. 29 | 


> | Exposure No. 71. Section on Hoseanna Creek 500 feet below mouth of gulch containing 
exposure No. 70, in the NW. + NE. + sec. 25, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Feet 
(Coal Eee EEE 5 
ICE tn 8 
A EEE E eo Sacre seat Meme ad 15 


Strike N. 40° E., dip 20° N. 


Exposure No. 72. Section at mouth of gulch entering Hoseanna Creek from the east in 
the NE. 3 SW. 4 NE. 4 sec. 25, at an altitude of 2,280 feet. 


eet. 

er Reese 10 
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Coal See Fe N; 20 
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The lowest bed of this exposure crosses the stream at an altitude of 2,340 feet. 

Exposure No. 73. A 5-foot bed of coal appears on a creek tributary to Hoseanna 
Creek from the east in the N. 4 SE. 1 NE. 4 sec 25, at an altitude of 2,400 feet. 

Exposure No. 14. On a creek tributary to Hoseanna Creek from the east in the 
NE. 4 SE. 4 NE. 1 sec. 25, at an altitude of 2,430 feet, is 18 feet of coal, partly burned. 

Exposure No. %5. At the head of the gulch in the NE. 1 NE. 1 SE. 1 sec. 25, at an 
altitude of 2,580 feet, a 5-foot bed of coal is exposed. 


Exposure No. 76. Section on north bank of Hoseanna Creek one-fourth mile south of the 
northwest corner of the NE. X sec. 25, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Feet. | 
A ETE teta reese de coss thee citer 17(?) 
Sand e eee cae hrc r Fe AS OE ne A 60 | 
Coa) AS A RUROCI ah ab Oe MT ig 4 | 
Er Ao EEE NP IO BEN TE sce 4 | 
(RAVE RE trade ee. 5 
RER Ze, 10 
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A large amount of burned clay was seen on the side of a gulch in the SW. 1 SE. 1 4 
NE. } sec. 25. 4 
Exposure No. 77. On the south bank of Hoseanna Creek near the forks, 800 feet 
north of the southeast corner of sec. 26, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., is at least 10 feet of coal 
(top and bottom concealed), striking N. 60? W. and dipping 30? SW. This bed was 
included in sample 26365 (pp. 8, 9). 
On a stream entering Hoseanna Creek from the south in the SW. 1 SW. 1 sec. 25 is 
some coal which may be the bed in exposure No. 77. It has a dip of 15? W. 
On the south side of Hoseanna Creek in the NW. 1 SW. 1 SW. 1 sec. 25 is a coal bed 
which strikes N. 75? E. and dips 17? W. 
Smut was seen near the center of the NE. 1 SE. 1, in the SE. 4 SW. + NE. 4, in the 
E. 3 NE. 1 SE. 4, and in the NE. 4 SE. 1 NW. 4. 


30 NENANA COAL FIELD, ALASKA. 


Sec. 26.—The beds noted below were seen in sec. 26: 


Exposure No. 78. Section ón west side of fault gulch in the NW. 4 SE. 1 sec. 26, T. 11 S., 


R. 6 W. 

Ft. in. 
Browiustr sands; aes eke e ss ed 5 
Lignite with drab shale................................. 2 6 
Brownish sand; 221-22: t 0 c mI teen ee 10 
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Cross-bedded sands and gravel........------------------- 100 
Lignite (included in sample 26363, pp. 8, nl rg 16 
IE eek PRR 144 OPAK 3 
Cross-bedded sands and gravel. le AS 22 
SAA A EHE TA 
A ck GUI HOSTING. 2 
DUI EPAR nes ET Pre 10 
Cross-bedded sands and gravel........................... 78 
A ERU ates sates CY ZŁ 2 6 
ILE DATI A COC DACIA HERE eae EX SUS 3 
Coal with bone in places................................. 9 
Clay and bone z222 s sone STR d E EET PETS 10 
Coal (solid) PETZ JAA RON ERENTO IE 10 
OBYĆ pee EC t er EDU Te A EE 3 
Cross-bedded sand and grits (estimated). ................. 240 
Burned coal bed (estimated). ............--------------- 15 
MIRA SE, G uet re Dat psk aa 10-12 
Cross-bedded sands and grits.. ...-.---------------------- 50+ 
Lignite (base concealed).. ...........----------------2--- 16-18 


Strike N. 80° W., dip 26° N. 


Exposure No. 79. Section on east side of fault gulch on the north side of Hoseanna Creek, | 
in the NW. X SE. X sec. 26, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Coal (six thin beds). 


OI 


Strike N. 85? E., dip 26? N. 


Exposures of burned clay occur on the south side of Hoseanna Creek in the E. 4 
SE. 1 SW. 1 sec. 26 and along the north side of the creek in the N. 3 SW. 1 and the 
NW. 4 SW. 1 SE. 4. 


T. ll S., R. 6 w. 


mile northeast of the southwest corner of sec. 26, T. 11 S., R.6 W. 


Coal (burned). Feet. 
WAB OJ PTA Eoo rct ZOZ ATUS rb 50 
Coal {part burned Jessener wanna eur eel veo e as nl ee 10+ 
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Coal (included in sample 26364, pp.8,9)........................... 12 
WERE ober p e eo O AAC YN POCHP AEC EDO 25 
Sand and gravel, iron stained at base............................... 45 
e r eue AJ KDE CER TEE ee RÓ ue 7 
AA ŁY N A O O Eee 2 
NS 05203 7.0 rea AO O A A A 15 
Clay NA EI A U ECA ACC > ł 
EN ES ALA NH 7 
Concealed (probably carbonaceous shale)......................... oo. 5 
Shaly coalt eas seascousserescccnssactedse V) VENT E AR LEVE ae 3 
Sand and gravel with lignite sticks................................. 30 
Brown sandy: clay cost apeoscechewee mses TI PPP 18 
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Sec. 27.—In sec. 27 the following outcrops were seen: 


T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 
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Exposure No. 80. Section in gulch entering Hoseanna Creek from the north one-fourth 


Exposure No. 81. Section in cliffs on north fork of Hoseanna Creek in the NE. 4 sec. 27, 
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Exposure No. 82. Section on stream just north of center of sec. 27, at an altitude of 
1,910 feet. 


Strike N. 38° E., dip 15° N. 
Exposure No. 83. On a stream about 300 feet due south of the center of sec. 27 about 


20 feet of coal is exposed. 
Exposure No. 84. On a stream about 500 feet due south of the center of sec. 21 
occurs a bed of coal about 6 feet thick. 


Exposure No. 85. Section near southwest corner of sec. 27, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., on stream 
just east of section corner, at an altitude of about 1,825 feet. 


Strike N. 30° E., dip 20° N. 

Exposure No. 86. In the western part of the SW. 4 NW. 4 sec. 27, in a stream al 
an altitude of 2,150 feet, is exposed a coal bed 15 feet thick. 

Burned material and smut from what seems to be a large bed occurs in the norther? 
part of the NW. 4 SW. 4, in the stream at an altitude of 1,950 feet. 

Exposure No. 87. In a cliff near the hilltop in the NW. 4 SE. 4 is 18 feet of coal: 

Exposure No. 88. In the west gulch in the NE. 4 NW. 4 sec. 27, at an altitude ol 
2,060 feet, occurs 9 feet of coal striking N. 60° E., and dipping 13° N. 


Exposure No. 89. Section on forks of stream in the NE. 4 NW. 4 sec. 27, T. 118., R.6 
W., at an altitude of 2,000 feet. 


Sandy clay 
Cross-bedded sand 


Strike N. 70° E., dip 15? N. (?). 
Exposure No. 90. A stream in the NW. 1 SE. 4 NW. } sec. 27, at an altitude of 1,960 
feet, shows 25 feet of faulted coal that strikes N. 78° E. and dips 20? N. This bed 


was included in sample 26366 (pp. 8, 9). 
Exposure No. 91. A stream in the E. 4 SE. 4 NW. 4 sec. 27, at an altitude of 1,94 


feet exposes 9 feet of coal. 


Exposure No. 92. Section on forks of north branch of Hoseanna Creek in the W. 4 SW.ł 
NE. 1 sec. 27, at an altitude of 1,950 feet. 


[Thickness estimated. ] 


Two beds, apparently those of the upper part of exposure No. 92, crop out in thé 
hill on the east side of the gulch in the NW. 4 NW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 27. 


= 
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Sec. 28.—The beds noted below occur in sec. 28. 


Exposure No. 93. Section on tributary of Hoseanna Creek in the northern part of the SE. 4 
NW. 1 sec. 28, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 


Ft. in 
MID E iiS OEI erect nance Semen He eee SE Eo ace Leg 
Olay 22 a E tor EIN NOS cece AS UR 1 8 
(NEO EDEN netics ne am 37 26 IZA DAE 6m ene 2 6 
day e IE ARP" OI TB gia "FM ete MFA 8 
(Goal: FEE ZZ IMA Y FLEC IE ce FENG PO MDA. 2 10 
Clay a a GL Sams t ALT „FE COO S t 5 
Carbonaceous clay ZSP Se Reta cda NNI NECI ERIS 8 
Sand and pravol Sis ET loa ches oe a es 40 
YE en remi A E he = = ae dee ah een 2 
(arbonacecue clay eet se 2.0, Senne sende 5 nta ann aha ik RR 
Coal aate ee 20 A DT Z P. LOT, JUA ER 5 9 


Strike N. 80? E., dip 15? N. 


Exposure No. 94, Near the mouth of the stream in the SE. 4 SW. 4 SE. 1 sec. 28, 
on the west line of the section, at an altitude of 1,785 feet, is a coal bed more than 
9 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 95. On a creek in the NW. 4 SW. 4 sec. 28 is a bed of coal of which 9 
feet is exposed, and the bed may be thicker. Itstrikes N. 30? E. and dips 8? N. 

Exposure No. 96. On a creek near the northwest corner of the NW. 4 SW. 1 sec. 28, 
at an altitude of 1,755 feet, about 20 feet of coal is exposed. 

Exposure No. 97. On the shoulder of the hill at the stream forks near the center 
of the SW. 4. NW. 1 sec. 28, at an altitude of 1,860 feet, is a bed of coal 2 feet 6 inches 
thick. 

Exposure No. 98. On the east branch of the stream just above the fork in the eastern 
part of the SW. 1 NW. 1 sec. 28, at an altitude of 1,785 feet, is 1 foot 7 inches of coal 
striking N. 58?-60? E. and dipping 7? N. 

Coal smut was seen on Hoseanna Creek in the SW. 1 SW. 1 SE. 1 and the SW. 1 SE. 1 
SW. 1. 

Burned clay, apparently from a rather large bed, was found in much of the SE. 1 
SE. 1, in the northern part of the SW. 4 SE. 4, in the S. 4 SE. + SW. 4, and in the NW. 1 
SW. 1 SW. 1. 

Coal smut from what seemed to be a large bed was found in the southeast corner of 
the SE. 1, and smut from what seemed to be a small bed in the stream at an altitude 
of 1,850 feet in the NW. 1 SW. 1. 

Sec. 29 —Exposure No. 99. A coal bed 18 feet thick is exposed on the north bank 
of Hoseanna Creek in the southern part of the SE. 1 SE. 1 sec. 29. 

Exposure No. 100. On a hillside in the eastern part of the SE. 1 SW. 1 sec. 29, at an 
altitude of 1,780 feet, is 6 feet of coal (bed C 1). 

Exposure No. 101. A stream in the northeast corner of the SW. 1 SW. 1 sec. 29, at 
an altitude of 1,750 feet, shows 6 feet of coal (bed C 1). 


Exposure No. 102. Section on creek in the southwest corner of the NE. 4 SW. 4 sec. 29, 
at an altitude of 1,765 feet. 


Ft. in 
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1 Letters indicate probable correlations with the coal beds of exposure No. 122, described on p. 40. 
69860°—18——3 
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Exposure No. 103. On a creek in the northern part of the NE. 1 SW. 1 sec. 
an altitude of 1,825 feet, is a bed of coal 2 feet 6 inches thick. 

Burned clay, the result of the burning of a large bed, occurs in the SE. 1 SE. y, i 
NE. 4 SE. 4 SW. 4, the SE. 4 NE. 1 SW. 1, the southeast corner of the NW. 1 SW. £ 
the northern part of the SW. 1 SW. 1. Smut, probably from a small bed or beds; 
seen on the stream in the NW. 1 NW. 1 NE. 1 and the NW. 1 SE. 1 SW. 1. 

Exposure No. 104. A creek near the center of the SE. 4 NW. 1 shows about 15 
of coal. 


Exposure No. 105. Section on hillside on creek in the NE. 4 SE. X NW. 4 sec. 29, T. 1} 
R. 6 W., at an altitude of 1,960 feet. f 
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Feet. 

Coal (bed. Kya cono eec E A O E ON 2 E PET FEI oR RS T 3 
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impuro Cost (bed Jene T PEDE TEE oa E REPEAT 13 
Exposure No. 106. A creek in the southeast corner of the NE. 1 NW. + sec. p) 
an altitude of 1,950 feet, exposes 4 feet of coal (bed L). j 


Exposure No. 107. On the north bank of Hoseanna Creek in the SW. 1 SW. 1 
29 is a bed of coal (bed B) 18 feet thick. 

Sec. 30.—Exposure No. 108. A tributary of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 NP 
SE. + sec. 30, at an altitude of 1,735 feet, shows a coal bed 20 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 109. A tributary of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. + NW 4 SE. 1 sec 
at an altitude of 1,785 feet, also exposes a 20-foot coal bed. 

Exposure No. 110. A coal bed about 18 feet thick is exposed on a tributar! 
Hoseanna Creek in the NE. 1 NW. 1 SE. 1 sec. 30, at an altitude of 1,880 feet. 


Exposure No. 111. Section on north bank of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 SE. 4 S l 
sec. 80 (bed B), at am altitude of 1,650 feet. 


Ft. in. 
Coal (included in sample 26362, pp. 8, 9)....................... 7 
Clayand. zas siej Spe teense ce eee ews, ds e SS 6 
Coal (included in sample 26362, pp. 8, 9)..--------------------- 12 
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Exposure No. 112. Section of bluff on north side of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 sf 
SW. 4 sec. 30, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., at an altitude of 1,650 feet. 


eet 
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Coal (bed B) at stream level. 


Burned clay, apparently from the burning of a large coal bed, was seen in the ÓW 
NE. 1 SE. 4, the NW. 4 SW. 4 SE. 1, the SW. + SE. 4 SW. 4, and the SE. + SW. 4 SW: 
Smut, probably from a large bed, occurs in the SW. 1 NE. 1 SE. 4, in the SE. 1 S» 
NE. 4, at an altitude of 1,810 feet; in the SW. 1 SE. 4 SE. 4 and in the SE. 3 SW. 1 s 
Other smut was seen in the W. 4 SE. 1 SW. 1 and the E. 4 SW. 1 SW. 1. 

Sec. 31.—The outcrop noted below occurs in sec. 31. 


Exposure No. 113. Section in gulch on south side of Hoseanna Creek in the NE. X S f 
NE. 1 sec. 31, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 
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Sec. 33,—Much smut occurs along the stream in the SW. 1 NW. + and NW. 1 SW. 1 
sec. 31, also on the hill in the S. 4 SE.4. Burned beds were seen in the NE. 4 SE. 1 
SE. 1, the SE. 4 NE. 4 SE. 4, the NW. 4 SW. 1 NE. 1, and the SW. 1 NE. 1 SW. 4. 

Sec. 34.—Exposure No. 114. On the south side of Sanderson Creek near the mouth, 
in the northern part of the SW. 1 NE. 1 sec. 34, was seen more than 4 feet of coal, strik- 
ing east and dipping 252-30? N. z 

Exposure No. 115. On the north side of Sanderson Creek near the mouth, in the 
SE. 4 NW. 1 NE. 4 sec. 34, is another bed of coal more than 4 feet thick. This bed 
seems to be about 50 feet above the bed of exposure No. 114. 

Exposure No. 116. On the north bank of Sanderson Creek in the SE. 1 NE.4NE.+4 
is a bed of coal 12 feet thick. 

Coal smut is widely distributed in sec. 34. The smut in the northwest corner of 
the NW. } is probably from a large bed. Burned coal beds and burned clay occur 
at many localties. The burned clay in the SE. 4 NE. 1 SE. 1 is from a partly burned 
coal bed probably 20 feet thick. Ç 

Sec. 35. —Exposure No. 117. On Sanderson Creek in the NW. 1 SW. + NW. + a coal 
bed 15 feet thick crops out. 

Exposure No. 118. On Sanderson Oreek in the NW. 4 ŚW. 4 NE. 1 is about 15 feet 
of coal striking N. 70° W. and dipping 22° N. 

Exposure No. 119. On Sanderson Creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4 NE. 4 burned shale 
overlies a bed of coal more than 20 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 120. On Sanderson Creek in the NE. 4 NW. 1 SE. 4 is an exposure 


showing about 20 feet of coal striking N. 55% W. and dipping 12° N. 


Exposure No. 121. On Sanderson Creek in the NE. 4 SE. 4 is over 8 feet of coal, 
which strikes N. 75° W. and dips 17° N. This may be the 20-foot bed of exposure 


No. 120. 
Burned beds occur near the center of the NE. 4 SE. 4 and on the west line of the 


NW. + SW. 4. Coal smut was seen in the SW. 1 NW. 4. 

Sec. 36.—Burned beds were seen in the SE. 1 NE. 4, the NW. 4 NE. 1, and the 
S. 4 SE. 1 sec. 36. 

MINING CONDITIONS. 

In the south half of this township the coal is well exposed in the 
deep valleys of Hoseanna Creek and its tributaries, which have cut 
almost to the base of the nearly horizontal coal-bearing rocks. 
Consequently the coal of the south half of the township may be 
mined from hillside drifts. The mining units should be laid out 
with reference to the topography, each interstream area constituting 
a natural mining unit. The mine openings should be so situated 
as to secure natural drainage and down-grade haulage of the loaded 
mine cars. 

The north half of the township, which is drained by Marguerite 
Creek, is not deeply dissected, and the amount of coal above drain- 
age level in this half is small. For extensive mining in this part of 
the township shafts will probably be necessary. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The coal of the south half of the township will find its outlet over 
a branch railroad extending up Hoseanna Creek from Nenana River. 
The western edge of the township is about 6 miles from Nenana 
River and a railroad can be built up Hoseanna Creek without serious 


difficulty. 
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The coal of the north half of the township can find a feasible outlet 
to the present or prospective markets only over a railroad down 
Marguerite, California, and Totatlanika creeks to Tanana River. 
There is no prospective need for such a road. 


STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The coal of the north half of the township is so inaccessible that 
there will probably be no possibility of mining it for a long time. 
These lands have consequently not been subdivided into leasing 
blocks but will be held in their present status till there is a call for 
leases or for temporary mining permits. 

The coal lands of the south half of the township have been sub- 
divided into 16 leasing units (Nos. 10 to 25, inclusive), as indicated 
on the accompanying map and as described below. 


No. 10. Sec. 19, except W. 4 NW. 4. 
Sec. 30. 
Area, 1,177.55 acres. 
No. 11. Sec. 31, N. 4. 
Sec. 31, NE. 1 SW. 1. 
Sec. 36, T. 11 S., R. 7 W., SE. 1 NE. 1. 
Area, 393.33 acres. 
. Bec. 20. 
Sec. 29. 
Area, 1,280 acres. 
. Bec. 32, except SW. 1 SW. 1. 
Area, 600 acres. 
. Bec. 21. 
Sec. 28. 
Area, 1,280 acres. 
. Sec. 33, except E. 4 NE. 4. 
Area, 560 acres. 
. Sec. 22. 
Sec. 27, except SE. 1 and SE. 4 SW. 4. 
Area, 1,080 acres. 
. Sec. 27, SE. 1 and SE. 1 SW. 4. 
Sec. 33, E. 4 NE. 1. 
Sec. 34, NW. 1 and NW. 4 NE. 4. 
Area, 480 acres. 
. Bec. 34, 8. 4 and 8. 4 NE. 1. 
Area, 400 acres. 
. Bec. 23. 
Bec. 26, N. 4 NW. 1. 
Area, 720 acres. 
. Sec. 26, except N. 3 NW. 1. 
Area, 560 acres. 
. Bec. 34, NE. 1 NE. 1. 
Sec. 35. 
Area, 680 acres. 
. Bec. 24, W. 4, W. 4 NE. 4, and W. SE. 1. 
Sec. 25, NW. 1 and NW. 1 SW. 1. 
Area, 680 acres. 
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[See Pl. IX.) 
CLASSIFICATION, 
| Unsurveyed: Noncoal land—Continued. 
Secs. 1 to 23, 28 to 33. Sec. 26, NW. 4 SE. 4. i 
Noncoal land: 27. 
Sec. 24. 34. 
25, SE. 4. 35. 
25, E. 4 SW. 4. 36. 
25, SW. 1 SW. 1. Coal land: 
20, W. 3. Sec. 25, N. 4. 
26, N. 4 NE. 1. 25, NW. 1 SW. 1. 
26, SW. + NE. 1. 26, SE. 1 NE. 1. 
26, S. 3 SE. 4. 26, NE. 1 SE. 4. 


T. 9 S., R. 7 W. 


No. 23. Sec. 24, E. 4 SE. 1. 
Bec. 25, N. 4 NE. 1. 
Sec. 19, T. 11 8., R. 5 W., SW. 1. 
Sec. 30, T. 11 S., R. 5 W., N. 3 NW. 1. 
Area, 388.32 acres. 
No. 24. Sec. 25, S. 4 NE. 1, SE. 1, E. 4 SW. 1, and SW. 1 SW. 1. 
Sec. 30, T. 11 S., R. 5 W., SW. 1 and S. 1 NW. 1. 
Area, 589.08 acres. 
No. 25. Sec. 36, N. 4, N. 4 SE. 4, and N. 3 SW. 1. 
Sec. 31, T. 11 S., R. 5 W., NW.1, N. 4 SW. 1, NW. 1 SE. 1, and SW. 1 NE. 4. 
Area, 790.05 acres. 
T. 12 S., R. 6 W. 
[See PI. VIII.) 


CLASSIFICATION. 
Unsurveyed: Noncoal land— Continued. 
Secs. 5 to 36. Sec. 3. 
Noncoal land: 4. 
Sec. 1. Coal land: 
2. None. 
COAL. 


Non-coal-bearing rocks (schists) occupy all of sec. 1 and all except small areas in 
the extreme northern parts of secs. 2, 3, and 4, where the basal margin of the coal 
formation is present. No outcrops of coal beds were seen in the surveyed portion of 
this township. Coal smut was seen in the N. 3 NE. 1 sec. 3. 


T. 9 S, R. 7 W. 


COAL. 


Sec. 24.—A narrow strip along the southern margin of sec. 24 is mapped as coal- 

earing formation, and the burned clay in the NE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 25 extends over into 
the southern part of the SE. 4 SE. 1 sec. 24. No coal was seen in sec. 24, and any 
that may exist there is believed to be so small in quantity and under so thin a cover 
that the entire section should be classified as noncoal land. 

Sec. 25.—The remains (burned clay) of a burned coal bed were seen near the north- 
West corner of the NE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 25. This seems to represent a fairly large bed 
hear the base of the coal measures. Coal smut was seen along the creek flowing 
southeastward through the NE. 4 and also on the creek flowing eastward through the 
SW. 4 NW. 1, but these coal beds are not exposed. Indications of a burned bed 
Were seen in the NE. 4 NW. 1 NW. 1. 

"Sec. 26.—Smut and coal float were seen on creeks in the southern parts of the NE. 1 
NE. 1 and the SE. 4 NE. 1 sec. 26, but no exposures of coal were seen. Only the 
basal part of the coal measures is present in this section, and it is very doubtful whether 
the section contains any workable coal. 
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MINING CONDITIONS. 

The coal-bearing rocks of this township occur in a thin plate on the 
north slope of the valley of Rex Creek. Asno actual outcrops of coal 
beds were seen here, it is impossible to estimate the amount of coal. 
Probably, however, only a few beds are present, and these lie near the 
surface. This coal can best be mined in small, simple operations. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The coal of this township can be brought to the present markets 
only by a railroad along Rex, California, and Totatlanika creeks. 
Such a railroad would be at least 35 miles long (to Tanana River) 
and will probably not be constructed in the near future. 

STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The coal lands of this township have not been offered for lease 
but will be held in their present status till there is a demand for 
leasing or for temporary mining permits. 

2 T. 10 8., R. 7 W. 


(See PI. X.] 
CLASSIFICATION. 
Unclassified land: Noncoal land—Continued. 
Sec. 19, SW. 1. Sec. 7. 
19, S. 3 NW. 1. 8. 
24, E.} NE. 1. 9. 
24, SW. 1 NE. 1. 10. 
24, SE. 1. 11. 
24, SE. + SW. 4. 42. 
26, 8.4. 13: 
26, 8.4 NE. 1. F 
26, S. 4 NW. 4. aa 
27, SE. 1 NE. 4. 17 
27, SE. 1. : 
27, 8.4 SW. 1. 12 
28, S. 3 SE. 1. 19, E. 3. 
28, 8.4 SW. 1. 19, N. 4 NW. 4 
29, SE. 4 SE. 1. 20. 
29, W.4 SE. 1. 21. 
29, SW. 4. 22. 
29, S. 3 NW. 1. 23. 
30, SE. 1 NE. 1. 24, NW. 1 NE. 1 
30, W. 3 NE. 1. 24, NE. 1 SW. 4. 
30, SE. 4. 24, W. 4 SW. 1. 
30, W. 4. 24, NW. 1. 
31, 26, N. 3 NE. 1. 
32, 26, N. 3 NW. 1. 
33, 27, NE. 4 NE. 1. 
i ARA 
35. ‚N. i 
36. 27, NW. 1. 
Noncoal land: 28, N. 4. 
Sec. 1. 28, N. 4 SE. 1. 
2 28, N. 4 SW. 1. 
3. 29, NE. 4. 
4. 29, NE. 1 SE. 1. 
5. 29, N. 3 NW. 1. 
6 30, NE. 3 NW. 1. 
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T. ll $, R. 7 W. 39 
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e surface rocks of T. 10 S., R. 7 W., are schists, igneous rocks, and gravels. Tt is 
eved that the schists and igneous rocks underlie the gravels throughout the town- 
), The only indication of coal in this township is in lots 2, 3, and 4, sec. 6, where 


ll fragments of coal were seen near the base of the gravel. "These may have been 
‘ved from reworked coal in the gravel, or possibly from a thin layer of the coal | 
sures. In neither case is there reason to assume that the township contains any | 
table coal. 
T. 11 S., R. 7 W. 
[See Pl. XI.] 
CLASSIFICATION. 
‘lassified land. Unclassified land—Continued. 
Bec. 1: Sec. 30, NE. 4. 
2. 30, NE. 4 NW. 4. | 
3. Noncoal land: 
4. Sec. 35, S. 4 SE. 1. 
5. 35, S. 4 SW. 4. 
6. 35, NE. 1 SW. 1. 
n 36, S. 1. 
8. 36, S. 3 NW. 1. 
9. 36, SW. 1 NE. 1. | 
10. Coal land: i 
11. Sec. 12, SE. 1 NE. 1. 
| 12, W. 4. 12, E. 4 SE. 4. | 
| 12, N. 1 NE. 4. 12, SW. 4 SE. 1. 
| 12, SW. 1 NE. 4. 13, E. 3 NE. 1. 
12, NW. 1 SE. 4. 13, NE. 1 SE. 1. 
13, W. 4. 22, 8. 4 SE. 4. 
13, W. 3 NE. 1. 22, SE. 1 SW. 1. 
13, W. 4 SE. 1. 23, 8.4. 
13, SE. 4 SE. 4. 24, SE. 4. | 
14. 24, 8.4 SW. 1 f 
15. 25. 
16. 26. 
| 17. 27, E.}. 
| 18. 27, SW. 1. 
19. 27, 8.3 NW. 4. 
20. 27, NE. 4 NW. 1. 
END 28, S. 4. 
| 22, N.4. 28, 8.4 “het i. 
| 22, N. 3 SE. 1 29, a 4 SE. + 
= AE ASA 30, S. 4 NW. 1. 
| 23, N. 3. p, NW. 4 NW. }. 
24, N. 3. 32. 
24, N. 3 SW. 1 33. 
27, NW. 3 NW. 1 34. 
28, N. 4 NE. 1 35, N. 3. 
28, NW. 1. 35, N.4 SE. 1. 
29, N. 4. 35, NW. 1 SW. 1. 
29, SW. 1. 36, N. 4 NW. 1. 
29, N. 3 SE. 1. 36, N. 4 NE. 1. 
29, SW. 1 SE. 4. 36, SE. 1 NE. 1. 


. 25.—The coal-bearing rocks crop out throughout the southern part of sec. 25 
pass beneath the gravels that cover the northern part of the section. The fol- 
üg table probably records the complete sequence of all the coal beds that crop 
In this section. 
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Exposure No. 122. Section in gulch heading in the SE. + SW. + sec. 25, T. 11 8., R.7 W.! 


Top of hill. Ft. in. 
SE E A ET E AT A a se ZSEE 60 
Impure coal and clay (bed O) 

E E MO PZA MZ a DE Sm 
Coarse gravel over coal. 


Impure coal... 
Cross-bedded sands and gravels 


Coal (bed 1) 202243532 E ee ee EDA 
Concealed, mostly sand, with possibly two small coal beds 
Concealed, coal slump; (bed c 22 2205222242 EE 10? 
Sand and gravel, clay 


Coal. . 
Clay..}(bed C) 
Coal.. 


Brown sand, locally indurated 


ls B) 


Concealed, part coal. . 
Sands and gravel 


1 The lower part (beds B to F, inclusive) is exposed in sec. 
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Exposures Nos. 123 to 130, listed below, were seen on Popovitch Creek, the large 
creek in the eastern part of sec. 25. The letters “CG?” to “K” indicate probable 
correlations of the coal beds with those recorded in the section at exposure No. 122. 

Exposure No. 123. Popovitch Creek, SW. 1 SE. i altitude 1,670 feet. Coal (bed 
O?)about 4 feet thick; strike east, dip 14? N. 

Exposure No. 124. Popovitch Creek, SW. 4 SE. 1, altitude 1,680 feet. Coal (bed 
D?) more than 5 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 125. Popovitch Creek, SW. 1 SE. 1, altitude 1,705 feet. "Thick coal 
bed, not measured (bed E). 

Exposure No. 126. Popovitch Creek, SE. 1 SE. 1, altitude 1,710 feet. "Thick coal 
bed, not measured (bed F). 

Exposure No. 127. Popovitch Creek, NE. 4 SE. 1, altitude 1,720 feet. Coal (bed 
G) more than 8 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 128. Popovitch Creek, NE. 4 SE. 1, altitude 1,755 feet. Woody coal 
(bed I) 1 foot 6 inches thick; strike N. 60? E., dip 10? N. 


Exposure No. 129. Section on Popovitch Creek in the NE. 4 SE. X sec. 25, T. 11 8., 
: R. 7 W., at an altitude of 1,775 feet. 


Exposure No. 130. Popovitch Creek, SE. 4 NE. 4, altitude 1,800 feet. Coal (bed L) 
more than 3 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 131. Large creek in the NW. 4 SW. 1, altitude, 1,800 feet. Coal 
(small bed, 1?) not measured. 

Exposure No. 132. Large creek in the NW. 4 SW. 4, altitude 1,805 feet. Coal 
(small beds, J and K?) not measured. 

Sec. 26.—The coal bedsof sec. 26 are the western continuation of those exposed in 
sec. 25, but the lowest beds exposed in sec. 25 do not reach the surface in sec. 26. 

Exposure No. 133. Creek in the E. 4 SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,660 feet. Coal (bed C 
or D) about 6 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 134. Creek in the E. 4 SE. + SE. 4, altitude 1,675 feet. Coal (bed 
E?), large bed; not measured. 

Exposure No. 135. Creek in E. 4 SE. + SE. 4, altitude 1,705 feet. Coal (bed 
F?), large bed; not measured. 

Exposure No. 136. Creek i in E. 4 SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,720 feet. Coal (bed G) 
more than 6 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 137. Creek in the E. 4 SE. 4 SE. } altitude 1,745 feet. Coal (bed 
H?) more than 18 feet thick; strike N. 65° E., dip 40° (?) N. 

Exposure No. 138. Creek in the E. 4 NE. 1 SE. 4, altitude 1,850 feet. Coal (bed L?) 
more than 4 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 139. Creek in the E. 4 NE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,870 feet. Coal (beds 
M and N) 6 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 140. Creek in the E. 4 NE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,890 feet. Coal (bed O) 
over 2 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 141. Creek in the W. 4 SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,720 feet. Coal more 
than 6 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 142. Creek in the W. 4 SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,820 feet. Coal more 
than 5 feet thick. i 

Exposure No. 143. Creek in the W. 4 NE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,920 feet. Coal (bed 
L?) more than 4 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 144. Creek in the W. 4 NE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,960 feet. Coal (beds 
M and N), not measured. 
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Exposure No. 145. Creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4, altitude 1,775 feet. Coal 15 feet thick; 
strike N. 80° E., dip 10° N. y 

Exposure No. 146. Creek in the SE. 4, SW. 4, altitude 1,800 feet. Coal, possibly 
slide, over 6 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 147. Creek in the SE. 1 SW. 1, altitude 1,805 feet. Coal 20 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 148. Creek in the SE. 4 SW. 4, altitude 1,870 feet. Coal over 18 
inches thick. 

Exposure No. 149. Creek in the SE. 1 SW. 1, altitude 1,885 feet. Coal 6 feet thick; 
strike N. 70° E., dip 15° N. 

Sec. 27.—The larger part of sec. 27 is gravel covered, and the only known coal 
exposures, which are in the SE. 4 SE. 4, seem to represent beds well up in the coal 
measures. Itis possible that the entire'section in underlain by coal. 

Exposure No. 150. Creek in the SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,910 feet. Coal 6 feet thick; 
strike N. 85° E., dip 15° N. 

Exposure No. 151. Creek in the SE. 1 SE. 4, altitude 1,940 feet. Coal more than 
18 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 152. Hillside by creek in the SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 1,980 feet. Coal 
(probably same bed as No. 153) 2 feet thick; strike east, dip 20° N. : 

Exposure No. 153. Creek in the SE. 4 SE. 4, altitude 2,000 feet. Coal 2 feet thick. 

Goal float was seen in the creek in the SE. 4, at an altitude of about 2,050 feet. 

Sec. 28.—Sec. 28 is wholly covered with gravel, except probably a small area of 
coal measures in the SE. 4 SE.4. No coal beds were seen, and it may be that any 
coal that the section contains is at a considerable depth. 

Sec. 80.—Sec. 30 is covered with gravel, except probably a small area of coal meas- 
ures in the southern part of the SW. 4. The depth to the coal and even the presence 
of coal in this section are uncertain, but coal beds are exposed in the bank of Nenana 
River, on the unsurveyed land west of sec. 30, that should pass under this section 
unless they are cut out by the unconformity at the base of the gravels. 

Sec. 81.—No coal beds are known to crop out in sec. 31, but there are coal beds 
exposed both south and west of this section that should pass beneath it unless they 
are cut out by the unconformity at the base of the gravels. 

Sec. 32. —The larger part of sec. 32 is covered with gravels, and no coal outcrops 
are known. Some of the coal beds exposed in sec. 33 of this township and in sec. 5, 
T. 12 S., R. 7 W., should underlie part of sec. 32 unless they are cut out by the uncon- 
formity at the base of the gravels. 

Sec. $3.—The exposures noted below were recorded in sec. 33. 


Exposure No. 154. Section in cliff on west side of stream in the W. 4 SW. } sec. 33, T. 11 S., 


Sands, gravels, and concealed 
Coal ( a few inches). 


The beds recorded above are nearly horizontal but seem to dip slightly to the south. 
Exposure No. 155. On the creek in the SE. 1 NW. 1, at an altitude of 1,920 feet, 
is a coal bed about 3 feet thick. 


| T. l1 $, R. 7 W. 43 
| posure No. 156. A creek in the SE. 1 SE. 4, at an altitude of 1,575 feet, exposes 
Jal bed about 6 feet thick that seems to be horizontal. 

[bal smut, apparently derived from a small bed, was seen at an altitude of 1,750 
in the bank of the creek in the NW. 1 SW. 4. 

ee. $4.—The southern part of the S. 3 SE. 4 and the southern part of the SE. } 
1. 1 sec. 34 have a surface of schist and are consequently barren of coal. The coal- 
ting rocks overlie the schist and form the surface of the rest of the section, except 
lleveral areas of gravel that may be assumed to be underlain by the coal measures. 
` exposures in the coal measures are not good, and coal beds have been seen only 
the localities described below. 

Xposure No. 157. Creek in NE. 1, altitude 1,760 feet. Coal about 15 feet thick. 
kom? No. 158. Creek in the NE. 4, altitude 1,845 feet. Ooal about 25 feet 


xposure No. 159. Creek in the NE. 4, altitude 1,875 feet. "This exposure consists 

few feet of coal overlain by much burned material. It apparently represents a 
je bed. . 

xposure No. 160. Bluff on west side of creek in the NE. 4, altitude, 1,800 feet. 
5 exposure consists of a burned bed about 30 feet thick, probably the same bed 
No. 159. 3 
there is also a burned bed near the base of the coal measures on the hill in the 
7 SE. 1. 

lec, 85.— The following outcrops were seen in sec. 35. 


bosure No. 161. Section of bluff on north side of creek in the NW. X NW. 4 sec. 35, T. 
| 11 S., R. 7 W. 


Ft. in. 
(aee tede A RK 25 
| Sands, etc........... A 35 
OM LS ESA freee an ct S dee SA NL fe HOO HIE. 6 
Bet Sand sre O EO BEBO ŁY NECIE: 55 
Coal (included in sample 26369, pp. 8, 9). ------------------ 12 
Olay. EE 6 
Coal (included in sample 26369, pp. 8, 9) ---.--------------- 5 
Clay... AT 21... 2... l... 1... s. HII HII 6 
Coal (included in sample 26369, pp. 8,9) -- ----------------- 15 
| BSand............. Ie 50 
OAM EHE NZ c= be sauce E fo co ao Ao iss sas 8 
Sands, ete...-... sdear cece ence econ nett nee nec etn acne cn eco 7 30 
Coal (impure).....-..--.--+---+- 220222 eee eee eee eee ete tees 2 
Sand and clay........... Ure cer o TEA E PETS: 10 
Coal (impure).............-.- eee 2 MES TQ tse ee 2 


lxposure No. 162. Creek in the NE. 1 NW. 4, altitude 1,720 feet. Coal 20 feet 
tk; strike east, dip 23° N. 


Posure No. 163. Section of bluff on north side of Hoseanna Creek near center of the 
NE. + sec. 84, T. 11 S., R. 7 W. 


Feet 
Goal Sap PIP JAG AOI Ma duae Lr Aua Ch mera nje Dede d'aran 6+ 
TEN eect eee cece eens 50+ 
Coal (bed B)....---.-- +--+ +222. 0-222 S III 30+ 


Ixposure No. 164. Small creek in the NW. 4 NE.4. Coal (bed B?), not measured, 
xposure No. 165. Creek in the NE. + NE. 4. Coal (bed B?), not measured. 
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Exposure No. 166. North bank of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 NE. 4. Coal (bed 
A?), 20 feet thick. This is believed to be the lowest coal bed of this district. It 

| is probably 100 feet or more below bed B of exposure No. 122. 

| Exposure No. 167. North bank of Hoseanna Creek in the SW. + NE. 4. Coal 

| (bed A?), about 20 feet thick. : 

| There is an outlier of coal-bearing rocks south of Hoseanna Creek in the S. 3 sec. 
35 that consists chiefly of burned clay and clinker, probably derived from the burn- 
ing of bed A and possibly of bed B. There is probably little if any unburned coal 
in this area. 

| Sec. 36.—Sec. 36 contains the beds noted below. 

| 

| 


NENANA GOAL FIELD, ALASKA, 


Exposure No. 168. Creek in the NW. 1 NW. 4. Coal (bed B?), large bed, not 
measured. 
The lower part of exposure No. 122 (see p. 40) as recorded below is exposed in sec. 36. 


Section of bluff on north bank of Hoseanna Creek in the N. 3 NW. 4 sec. 36, T. 11 S., 
R. W. 


BET PAP ua anm n bm) Rie, O O O mia $ 9 H 


Shaly coal a 
RYJ (bed D)..-..------«-----------e 


Sands, with some gravel...........-....-- lr III 


Coal 

Clay }(bed ©)... 2... eee cece ellc ed aana tanen edeni: 6 
Coal 3 
WARS AEG arm REPRO ana vec 15 
Sands LEC E o A tae O a 35 
Brown sand (locally indurated). .-.---------------+-++---+---- 1 
Goal: ss 6 6 
Olayecs.s2css—-csse= 6 

mpu cr 

ee IE (hed BG este * 
Coals 1727 < 2 usus 4 
Concealed (part coal) 10 
Sands and gravel.........-.-.... eere III 110 


Altitude, 1,580 feet; stream level. 
MINING CONDITIONS. 


The exposed coal of T. 11 S., R. 7 W., is restricted to the southern 
quarter of the township, where it crops out in a belt situated on the 
north side of Hoseanna Creek and lying between the schists south | 
of and in the creek valley and the gravels in the high hills north of ` 
the creek. The coal-bearing rocks unconformably overlie the schists | 
and unconformably underlie the gravels. They strike about east 
and dip in general about 15? N. Ê 
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There is no available evidence concerning the distance to which 


| the coal extends beneath the gravels, except that on the northern 


margin of this gravel area, in T. 10 S., R. 7 W., the schists and not 
the coal-bearing rocks emerge from beneath the gravels. 

Neither is there any evidence concerning the depth to the coal 
in those areas where it may be present under the gravels. The 
northward dip of 15? if continued would carry the coal down at a 
rate of about 1,400 feet to the mile beneath the gravels, which are at 
least 2,000 feet thick. The amount of dip may increase or may 
diminish beneath the gravels, and the direction of the dip may hold 
northward or may be reversed. On the eastern edge of the gravel 
area in T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and T. 10 S., R. 6 W., reversals of dip and 
other structural irregularities were observed. 

It is consequently unsafe to assume that the area of minable coal 
includes anything more than the area of actual coal outerops, with 
a narrow additional zone along the southern margin of the gravels. 
For purposes of land classification it was assumed that only those 
gravel-covered areas lying within half a mile of outerops of coal- 
bearing rocks are probable coal land. Cautious investors may well 
regard even this assumption as underconservative. 

The coal beds are well exposed in the deep gulches of most of the 
creeks flowing southward into Hoseanna Creek. "The most favorable 
sites for immediate mining are localities where the larger coąl beds 
cross these creeks, and the natural mining units are the interstream 
areas. 

A large amount of coal can be won by drift mining from openings 
on the northern tributaries of Hoseanna Creek. It is likely that a 
considerable amount of coal, possibly a large proportion of that for 
which there will be a demand in the immediate future, can be mined 
by stripping. A favorable site for stripping is on the 20-foot bed (A) 
in the north bank of Hoseanna Creek in the S. 4 NE. 4 and the N. 4 
SE. + sec. 35. The thickness of the coal, its position on the edge of 
the creek, and the comparatively large area with thin overburden 
are the favorable features for open mining at this locality. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


All the known coal in T: 11 S., R. 7 W., is on Hoseanna Creek or 
its tributaries, and will be easily accessible from a branch railroad 
extending up the creek. The part of this proposed branch within 
this township will all be within 6 miles of the main railroad line on 
Nenana River. 


STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The coal lands of the north half of T. 11 S., R. 7 W., in the gravel- 
covered area in secs. 12 and 13, are not definitely known to contain 
workable coal and are so situated as to be practically inaccessible 
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by any proposed means of transportation. They have consequent] 
not been subdivided into leasing units or offered for lease but W 
be held in their present status. 

The coal lands of the south half of T. 11 S., R. 7 W., are the m 
accessible of the surveyed coal lands of the Nenana field. The 
have been subdivided into seven leasing units (Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7,° 
and 9), as indicated on the accompanying map, and as describ® 
below. 


No. 1. Sec. 30, except NE. 4 and NE. 4 NW. 4. 
Sec. 31. 

Unsurveyed lot described as follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of sec. 9 
T. 11 S., R. 7 W., thence due west to the right of way of the main line of the Gove 
ment railroad, thence south along said right of way to the west line (extend! 
of sec. 31, T. 11 S., R. 7 W., thence north along the west line of secs. 31 and 30, T. 
8., R. 7 W., to the place of beginning. 

Area, 1,664.16 acres. 
No. 2. Sec. 29, SE. 4 SE. 4. 
Sec. 32. 
Sec. 5, T. 12 S., R. 7 W., N. 3 NE. + and N. 3 NW. 1. 
Area, 840 acres. A 
No. 4. Sec. 28, 8. 4 and 8. 4 NE. 4. 
Sec. 33. 
Sec. 4, T. 12 S., R. 7 W., N. 4 NW. 1. 
Area, 1,120 acres. 
No. 5. Sec. 22, S. $ SE. + and SE. 4 SW. 1. 
Á Sec. 27, except NW. 1 NW. 1. 
Sec. 34. 
Area, 1,360 acres. 
No. 7. Sec. 23, S. 4. 
Sec. 26. 
Sec. 35, N. 4 NE. 4, NW. 4, and NW. 4 SW. 1. 
Area, 1,240 acres. 
No. 8. Sec. 25, S. 3 NE. + and N. 4 SE. 4. 
Area, 160 acres. 
No. 9. Sec. 24, SE. + and S. 3 SW. 1. 
Sec. 25. 
Sec. 36, N. 4 NE. 1 and N. 3 NW. 1. 
Area, 1,040 acres. 


T. 12 8., R. 7 W. 
[See Pl. XII.] 


CLASSIFICATION. 
Unsurveyed lands: Noncoal land— Continued. 
Secs. 6 to 9, 13 to 36. Sec. 2, N. 3 SW. 1. 
Unclassified land: |. 2, SE. 1 SW. 1. 
Secs. 10 and 11 (part coalland accord- 3, NE. 1. 
ing to rule; fault introduces un- 3, N.4 BE. 1. 
certainty). Coal land: ê 
12. Sec. 2, SW. 1 SW. 4 ) 
Noncoal land: 3, S. 4 SE. 4 
Sec. 1. 3, W. 4. 
2, N. 3. 4. 
5 
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COAL, 


Sec. 2.—No outcrops of coal beds were seen in sec. 2, but there are burned beds 
in the SE. 4 SW. 4. 

Sec. 3.—Exposure No. 169. South bank of Hoseanna Creek at mouth of tributary 
in the NW. 4 NE. 4 sec. 3. Coal (poorly exposed) about 5 feet thick. 

Coal smut was seen in the SE. 4 SE. 4 and at several localities in the NW. 4. 

Sec. 4.—Coal smut, probably derived from a fairly large bed, was seen at the base 
of the hill on the south side of Hoseanna Creek in the SW. + NW. 18ec.4. Smut was 
seen also at two localities in the NE. 1 SW. 1. 

Sec. 5.—The following exposures were recorded in sec. 5: 

Exposure No. 170. South bank of Hoseanna Creek in the SE. 4 NE. 4. Coal 
more than 6 feet thick; strike N. 35° W., dip 10° 8. 

Exposure No. 171. South bank of Hoséanna Creek in the NW. 4 NE. 4. Coal 
(large bed), not measured. 

Exposure No. 172. South bank of Hoseanna Creek near west line of NW. 1 NE. 4. 


Coal 15 feet thick. 


Exposure No. 173. Section on north bank of Hoseanna Creek about 1 mile above the 
mouth, in the NE. 3 NW. sec. 5, T. 12 S., R. 7 W. 


Coal (included in sample 26367, pp. 8, 9).................. lus. 7 
Strike N. 105° E., dip 12? S. 
Exposure No. 174. South bank of Hoseanna Creek in the NE. 1 NW. 1, about 600 
feet downstream from No. 173 and an undetermined distance stratigraphically above 


it. Coal about 10 feet thick. 
Exposure No. 175. North bank of Hoseanna Creek near west line of the SW. 1 NW. 1, 


coal 3 feet thick. 
MINING CONDITIONS. 

Coal is exposed along the lower course of Hoseanna Creek in beds . 
that dip gently southward. These beds should be minable from 
openings situated on the creek, "The amount of minable coal south 
of the creek is problematie, for the beds dip southward and within a 
short distance pass beneath gravels. A fault that extends westward 
near the southern line of secs. 1, 2, and 3 may cut out the coal in 
portions of secs. 4 and 5. ‘The extensive slumping on the hillsides in 
secs. 3 and 4 makes it difficult to determine the attitude of the coal- 
bearing rocks. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The coal of T. 12 S., R. 7 W., is comparatively easy of access. The 
main line of the Government railroad will extend, according to pres- 
ent surveys, along the west bank of Nenana River in sec. 6. The 
coal beds exposed on Hoseanna Creek in the NW. 4 sec. 5 are within 
a mile of the surveyed line of the main railroad and are directly on 
the line of the proposed Hoseanna Creek branch. 


STATUS OF COAL LAND. 


The coal lands of T. 12 S., R. 7 W., have been divided into four 
leasing units (Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 6), as indicated on the accompanying 
map and as described on pages 50, 51. Two of these (Nos. 3 and 6) lie 
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Í 
wholly within this township and are described below. Nos. 2 and 4 
lie chiefly in T. 11 S., R. 7 W. 


No. 3. Sec. 4, 8.4 NW. + and SW. 4. 
Sec. 5, S. 4, 8.4 NE. 4, and S. 4 NW. 1. | 
Area, 720 acres. f 
No. 6. Sec. 2, SW. 1 SW. 4. | 
Sec. 3, S. 4 SE. 1 and W. 4. 
Rec. 4, E. 4. 
Area, 760 acres. 


UNSURVEYED LANDS NEAR MAIN LINE OF RAILROAD. 


Coal occurs in the unsurveyed lands along Nenana River on the main line of thé ` 
railroad. Ç 

On the north bank of Hoseanna Creek a little less than half a mile above its mouth ` 
are two coal beds each about 3 feet thick. The eastern (lower) of these beds is near thé ` 
west line of sec. 5, T. 12 8., R. 7 W., and is described above (exposure No. 175). The 
western (upper) bed (exposure No. 176) is in the unsurveyed lands that should bë 
sec. 6, T. 12 S., R. 7 W. | 

On the east bank of Nenana River about a quarter of a mile below Hoseanna Creek 
the following exposure was seen in a bluff cut on the side of a gravel-covered bench ` 
30 feet above the river. | 


Exposure No. 177. Section on east bank of Nenana River one-fourth mile below Hoseannd 


Creek. | 
Feet | 
Gravel (horizontal)................... c sceler ttt Ill 10 
Sand and. gravel sons che nca 121. mee e nie ae bug USES RIT 2 
Coal 22 dass cea nee se ee ae Due ee ee ee PAR 24 
Carbonaceous shale. ...------------ss--esuenooaaec ann enn nennen nn 1 


Strike N. 80° E.; dip 10° NW. 

Two higher coal beds are exposed in the river bank farther downstream. Exposure 
No. 178 is 500 feet below No. 177 and shows a coal bed 2 feet thick. Exposure No. 179 
is 800 feet below No. 177 and shows a coal bed 5 feet thick. "The three coal beds last 
described are all situated in the unsurveyed lands that should be sec. 6, T. 12 S. 
R.7 W. | 

Exposure No. 180 is on the east bank of Nenana River about 2 or 24 miles below 
Hoseanna Creek, in a bluff about 300 feet high, containing eight or more coal beds: ` 
The three lowest beds were measured and found to be 44, 15, and 10 feet thick. "Thé 
rocks of this exposure form an anticline having northward dips of 10? to 20° on the north `` 
flank and southward dips of 30° to 65° on the south flank. These steep dips continue 
only a few hundred feet, beyond which the beds become nearly horizontal. if 
exposure is situated on unsurveyed lands that should be sec. 25, T. 11 8., R. 8 W. | 

One of the beds of the above-described exposure was observed at water level on th 
west bank of Nenana River. (See description of exposure No. 185.) | 

The amount of accessible coal west of Nenana River is problematic. The known 
exposures are all in the river bank on the edge of a gravel-covered terrace. The highef 
lands that lie farther back from the river have not been examined closely but seem té 
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be largely covered with gravels. t . 
The exposed coal beds seen on the west side of Nenana River are described in detail 
below. 


Exposure No. 181. North end of bluff on west bank of Nenana River opposite mout ` 
of Healy Creek. Coal 2 feet 6 inches thick; strike N. 87° E., dip 48? N. "This expo 
sure continues southward into cliffs about 80 feet high, which are inaccessible from thi 
west bank of the river. These cliffs as viewed from Healy Creek in 1916 contained > 

| | 
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eight to ten coal beds, all dipping about 45° N. Several of these beds are of fair size, 
some of them possibly being 10 feet or more thick, but nothing is known as to what 
partings and impurities they may contain. The top of the cliff is formed of gravels 
that lie horizontally upon the coal beds and extend back into flat terraces beneath 
which the coal-bearing rocks are concealed. There is probably little if any minable 
coal above river level at this locality. 

Exposure No. 182. West bank of Nenana River at rapids 14 miles below Hoseanna 
Creek. Coal more than 4 feet thick; strike N. 85° E., dip 70? 8. This coal bed crosses 
the river in a reef that causes the rapids, in which the river makes an abrupt drop of 
several feet. The abruptness of this fall indicates that the coal bed may be con- 
siderably thicker than the part actually exposed. The coal bed passes under a gravel 
_ terrace about § feet high. 

Exposure No. 183. West bank of Nenana River about 14 miles below Hoseanna Creek. 
Clean, blocky lignite over 6 feet thick; strike N. 75° W., dip 8° N. The base of this 
exposure is at water level. The top is cut off by the gravels that form a bench 12 or 15 
' feet high. Itis possibly the same bed as that at exposure No. 184. 

Exposure No. 184, West bank of Nenana River at rapids about 2 miles below Hose- 
anna Creek. Coal more than 5 feet thick; strike N. 2° W., dip 18° W. The base of 
this exposure is at water level. The coal is overlain and beveled by gravels that form 
a bench about 15 feet high. 

Exposure No. 185. West bank of Nenana River 24 miles below Hoseanna Creek. 
Coal over 3 feet thick; strike N. 60° W., dip 25° SW. This exposure is at the edge 
of the water at the base of a 9-foot gravel bank. It is believed to represent part of 
a coal bed which, as exposed on the opposite bank of the river, is 10 or 15 feet thick. 

Exposure No. 186. Head of little lake about 23 miles northwest of mouth of Hoseanna 
Creek, about 120 feet east of station R17486, Hayden's line. Coal over 3 feet thick; 
strike N. 68° E., dip 20° NW. This coal bed is partly exposed, both roof and floor 
being concealed, near the base of a gravel bench. About 8 feet of bench gravel over- 
lies the coal. This bench is about 200 feet wide and is succeeded by a higher bench, 
about 30 feet high, in the face of which no exposures except gravel were noted. 


LEASING BLOCKS. 


The leasing blocks described below lie in the valley of Hoseanna 
Creek. The coal exposures referred to are described above by town- 
ships and sections. The numbers of the exposures correspond with 
those on the map. à 


Areas of leasing blocks in the Nenana coal field. 
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Blocks 2 and 3, containing 840 and 720 acres, respectively, have 
been reserved for Government use. 

Block 1 contains sec. 30 (except the NE. 4 and the NE. 4 NW. 4) 
and sec. 31, T. 11 S., R. 7 W. (area, 1,054.16 acres), and also an 
unsurveyed lot described as follows: Beginning at the northwest 
corner of sec. 30, T. 11 S., R. 7 W., thence due west to the right 
of way of the main line of the Government railroad, thence south- 
ward along said right of way to the west line (extended) of sec. 31, 
T. 11 S., R. 7 W., thence north along the west line of secs. 31 and 30, 
T. 11 S, R. 7 W., to the place of beginning, containing 890 acres, 
more or less. The total area of block 1 is thus about 1,944 acres. 
This block is mostly covered with gravel, and the only coal beds 
seen in it were at exposure No. 180, on the bank of Nenana River, 
on the unsurveyed land west of sec. 30. The quantity, the depth, 
and even the presence of coal in part of this block may be somewhat 
uncertain, but it is believed that the coal beds shown in exposure 
No. 180 pass under the block unless they are cut out by the uncon- 
formity at the base of the gravels. 

Block 2 contains the SE. 1 SE. 4 sec. 29 and all of sec. 32, T. 11 S., 
R. 7 W. and the N. 4 NE. + and N. 1 NW. 1 seo. 5, T. 12 S., R. 7 W. 
The total area is 840 acres.. Exposures Nos. 171, 172, 173, and 
174 are in this block, and sample 26367 was obtained here. The ex- 
posed coal beds of this block are minable from openings on Hoseanna 
Creek. There may be other coal beds minable from openings on the 
hillsides or from shafts. Possibly some of the coal near Hoseanna 
Creek can be mined by stripping. This block has been reserved for 
Government use. 

Block 3 contains the SW. 4 and S. 3 NW. 1 sec. 4 and the S. 4, 
S. 4 NE. 1, and S. 4 NW. 4 sec. 5, T. 12 8., R. 7 W. The total area is 
720 acres. Exposures Nos. 170 and 175 are in this block. The coal 
beds exposed on Hoseanna Creek dip gently southward and should 
be minable in slopes from openings situated near the creek. The 
amount of minable coal south of the creek is problematic, as the beds 
dip southward and within a short distance pass beneath gravels. A 
fault that extends west near the south line of secs, 1, 2, and 3, T. 12 
S., R. 7 W., may cut out the coal in portions of this block. There is 
possibly some coal in this błock that can be mined by stripping. 
This block has been reserved for Government use. 

Block 4 contains the S. 4 and S. 4 NE. 4 sec. 28 and all of sec. 33, 
T. 11 S., R. 7 W., and the N. 3 NW. 1 sec. 4, T. 12 S., R. 7 W. The 
total area is 1,120 acres. Exposures Nos. 154, 155, and 156 are in 
this block. The small coal beds that are known to crop out in this 
` block may be mined from hillside openings in the valley of the small 
W. } sec. 33. It is probable that the block contains 


creek in the ; 
larger beds that can be reached by a shaft on Hoseanna Creek. 
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Block 5 contains the S. 4 SE. 4 and SE. 4 SW. 1 sec. 22, all of sec. 27, 
except the NW. 1 NW. 4, and all of sec. 34, T. 11 S., R. 7 W. The 
total area is 1,360 acres. Exposures Nos. 150, 151, 152, 153, 157, 
158, and 159 are in this block. "The coal beds exposed in this block 
dip about 10? or 15? N. and are minable in drifts or slopes from open- 
ings on the tributary of Hoseanna Creek that flows through the 
eastern part of the block. A special mine spur must be built up this 
creek in order to reach the mine sites. 

Block 6 contains the SW. + SW. 1 sec. 2, the S. 4 SE. + and W. 4 
sec. 3, and the E. 4 sec. 4, T. 12 S., R. 7 W. The total area is 760 
acres. No coal exposures were seen in this block. Smut was seen 
at several localities, and a coal bed (exposure No. 169) was seen 
just outside the block, in the NW. 4 NE. 4 sec. 3. The extensive 
slumping on the hillsides in secs. 3 and 4 makes it difficult to deter- 
mine the position and attitude of the coal beds. 

Block 7 contains the S. 3 sec. 23, all of sec. 26, and the N. 3 NE. 1 
NW. i, and NW. 4 SW. 4 sec. 35, T. 11 S., R. 7 W. The total area 
is 1,240 acres. Exposures Nos. 133 to 149 and 161 to 165, inclusive, 
are in this block, and sample 26369 was obtained here. The coal 
beds exposed in this block are minable in drifts or slopes from open- 
ings on the small creeks in secs. 26 and 35. "These beds have an 
average dip of 10? or 15% N. Mine spurs, half a mile to 1 mile long, 
must be built up these tributaries to reach the mine sites. 

Block 8 contains the S. 4 NE. 1 and N. 1 SE. 4 sec. 35, T. 11 S., 
R. 7 W., and has an area of 150 acres. Exposures Nos. 166 and 167 
are in this block. Both these exposures are on a 20-foot bed that is 
believed to be the lowest coal bed of this district. This bed crops 
out on the north bank of Hoseanna Creek and lies nearly flat. It 
has a comparatively thin overburden and is believed to contain 
several hundred thousand tons of coal that can be mined by stripping. 

Block 9 contains the SE. 1 and S. 4 SW. 4 sec. 24, all of sec. 25, 
and the N. 4 NE. 1 and N. 4 NW. 1 sec. 36, T. 11 S., R. 7 W. The 
total area is 1,040 acres. Exposures Nos. 122 to 132, inclusive, and 
168 are in this block. The coal beds exposed in this block dip north- 
ward at angles that probably average between 10° and 15%. They 
are minable in drifts or slopes from openings on the tributaries of 
Hoseanna Creek. Short spurs must be extended up these creeks 
to reach the mine sites. 

Block 10 contains all of sec. 19 except the W. 4 NW. 4 and all of 
sec. 30, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and has an area of 1,177.55 acres. Expo- 
sures Nos. 108 to 112, inclusive, are in this block, and sample 26362 
was obtained here. The coal beds exposed in this block are minable 


Creek or on the two small tributaries in the E. 4 sec. 
Block 11 contains the N. 4 and NE. 4 SW. 4 sec. 3 
W., and the SE. 4 NE. 4 sec. 36, T. 11 IS: R. 7 W., 
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of 393.33 acres. Exposure No. 113 is in this block. One or more 
of the thick coal beds (beds A, B?, and C?) in the lower part of 
the coal measures crop out in this block. The coal beds dip north at 
approximately the general slope of the south side of the valley of 
Hoseanna Creek. The block probably contains areas of coal that 
can be mined by stripping, but in attempting to do this care must be 
taken not to remove the present support of the surface or there will 
be dangerous slides on the dip slopes that form the valley wall. If 
the coal is taken out from above, this danger can probably be obvi- 
ated. Extensive sliding has already occurred on the dip slopes, 
and for this reason the coal beds were not mapped and measured. 

Block 12 contains all of secs. 20 and 29, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and 
has an area of 1,280 acres. Exposures Nos. 53 and 99 to 107, in- 
clusive, are in this block. The coal-bearing rocks of this block lie 
in a gently folded syncline in which the lower coal beds reach the 
surface in the northern part of sec. 20 and the southern part of sec. 
29. ` The coal beds exposed in sec. 29 can be mined in drifts or slopes 
from openings on the north bank of Hoseanna Creek and on its 
tributaries. The lower coals of sec. 20 and part of the coal of sec. 
30 could probably be mined from a shaft on the creek in the NE. 4 
sec. 30. 

Block 13 contains all (except the SE. 4 SE. 1) of sec. 32, T. 11 S., 
R. 6 W., and has an area of 600 acres. No exposures were measured 
in this block, sliding on the dip slopes having so disturbed the out- 
crops that measurements would not be reliable. Several of the 
thick coal beds in the lower part of the coal measures are known to 
cover considerable areas in this block. "These beds may be minable 
in drifts or by stripping, but in working by either method the danger 
of extensive slides on the dip slopes must be carefully considered. 

Block 14 contains all of secs. 21 and 28, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and has 
an area of 1,280 acres. Exposures Nos. 93 to 98, inclusive, are in 
this block. The recorded dips in sec. 28 are 7°-15° N. In sec. 24 
no exposures, or dips were recorded, but the beds should dip south 
in the northern part of block 12.. The coal beds should be minable 
in drifts or slopes from openings on Hoseanna Creek and on the 
tributary in the western part of the block. "The deeper coals should 
be mined from a shaft on the axis of the syncline near the north- 
west corner of sec. 28 or, preferably, from the same shaft as the 
deeper coals in block 12. 

Block 15 contains all (except the E. 3 NE. 1) of sec. 33, T. 11 S., 
R. 6 W., and has an area of 560 acres. No exposures were measured 
in this block, but many coal smuts and burned outerops were noted. 
The coal beds dip north at approximately the general slope of the 
valley wall and may be minable in drifts from openings on Hoseanna 
Creek or its tributaries. There may be some small areas that can 
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‚be stripped. In using any method of mining the danger of causing 


extensive slides on the dip slopes must be carefully considered. 

Block 16 contains all of sec. 22 and all (except the SE. 1 and SE. 1 
SW. 1) of sec. 27, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and has an area of 1,080 acres. 
Exposures Nos. 54 to 57, 81 to 86, and 88 to 92, inclusive, are in this 
block, and sample 26366 was obtained here. The coal beds that 
crop out in the S. 4 sec. 22 and in sec. 27 dip 5°-20° N. and are min- 
able in drifts and slopes from openings on the tributary of Hoseanna 
Creek. A mine spur: 14 miles long will be required to reach these 
mine sites from the proposed railroad on Hoseanna Creek. The 
coal beds that crop out on Marguerite Creek, in the northern part 
of sec. 22, dip about 30? S. It is probable that the coal in the north- 
ern part of the block can be reached through the workings in the 
southern part. 

Block 17 contains the SE. } and SE. 1 SW. 1 sec. 27, the E. 3 NE. 1 
sec. 33, and the NW. 1 and NW. 4 NE. 1 sec. 34, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. 
The total area is 480 acres. Exposures Nos. 87 and 115 are in this 
block. The coal beds of this block can probably be mined in drifts 
from hillside openings on Hoseanna Creek and on the tributary 
draining sec. 27. 

Block 18 contains the S. 4 NE. 1 and S. 4 sec. 34, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., 
and has an area of 400 acres. Exposure No. 114 is in this block. 
The coal beds of this block dip north and can be in part mined from 
hillside drifts. "The lower coal can best be reached by a shaft on 
Hoseanna Creek. 

Block 19 contains all of sec. 23 and the N. 4 NW. 1 sec. 26, T. 11 
S., R. 6 W., and has an area of 720 acres. Exposure No. 58 is in 
this block. Most of the coal beds shown in exposure No. 81, block 


-16, crop out in the southwestern part of block 19. The coal of this 


block can probably be most easily mined from openings on the creek 
in the NE. 1 sec. 27, in block 16. 

Block 20 contains all (except the N. 3 NW. 1) of sec. 26, T. 11 S., 
R. 6 W., and has an area of 560 acres. Exposures Nos. 78, 79, and 
80 are in this block, and samples 26363 and 26364 were obtained 
here. The coal beds exposed in this block dip about 26? N. They 
are minable in slopes from hillside openings on the north side of 
Hoseanna Creek. 

Block 21 contains the NE. 1 NE. 1 sec. 34, and all of sec. 35, T. 11 
S., R. 6 W., and has an area of 680 acres. Exposures Nos. 116 to 
121, inclusive, are in this block. These coal beds dip north at observed 
angles of 12? to 22°. They are minable in drifts and slopes from 
openings on Sanderson Creek. The lower coal beds are below the 
surface on Sanderson Creek and must be reached by a shaft, which 
should preferably be situated on Hoseanna Creek in block 17 or 20. 
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Block 22 contains the W. 3, W. 3 NE. }, and W. % SE. } sec. 24, 
and the NW. + and NW. } SW. 1 sec. 25, T. 11 S., R. 6 W. The 
total area is 680 acres. Exposures Nos. 59 to 69, inclusive, and 76. 
are in this block. These coal beds lie nearly flat, the observed dips 
ranging from 5° N. to 5? S. They can be mined from drift openings 
on the bank of Hoseanna Creek and on the hillsides above. 

Block 23 contains the E. } SE. 1 sec. 24, and the N. 3 NE. 1 sec. 25, 
T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and the SW. 1 sec. 19, and the N. 3 NW. 1 sec. 30, 
T. 11 S., R. 5 W. The total area is 388.32 acres. Exposures Nos. 
7, 16, 17, 63, 69, 70, 71, and 76 are in this block. These coal beds 
are nearly horizontal and may be mined from hillside openings in the 
banks of Hoseanna Creek. 

Block 24 contains the S. + NE. 4, SE. 4, E. 3 SW. 4, and SW. 1 
SW. 1 sec. 25, T. 11 S., R. 6 W., and the S. 3 NW. 1 and SW. 1 sec. 30, 
T. 11 S., R. 5 W. The total area is 589.08 acres. Exposures Nos. 
72, 73, 74, 75, and 77 are in this block, and sample 26365 was ob- 
tained here. The coal beds that crop out in this block can be mined 
in drifts and slopes from hillside openings. 

Block 25 contains the N. 1, N. 4 SE. 1, and N. 4 SW. 1 sec. 36, T. 
11 S., R. 6 W., and the NW. 1, N. 3 SW. 4, NW. 4 SE. +, and SW. 1 
NE. 1 sec. 31, T. 11 S., R. 5 W. Its area is 790.05 acres. No coal. 
exposures were recorded in this block, outcrops being poor. The 
coal beds that doubtless crop out in this block probably dip north 
and should be minable from openings on the creek in the N. 4 sec. 36 
or through workings in block 24. 
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